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obſtinacy of mr. Nicholas Paxton upon his ſeveral examinations, are un- 
der a neceſſity of laying that whole tranſaction before the houſe, (to- 
gether with a ſhort ſtate of his behaviour, as ſolicitor of the treaſury and 
a public accomptant) as alſo an account of the behaviour of Gwyn Vaughan, eſq; 
on his examination. 


Your committee now think proper, in order to avoid repetition, to acquaint 


the houſe, that, in purſuance of their orders, all the perſons examined before the 


{aid committee, were examined in the moſt ſolemn manner; and mr. Michael 
Gibbons being examined, ſaid, he was agent to John Boteler, eſq; who ftood 
candidate at the election for a member of parliament for the borough of Wendo- 


ver in the county of Bucks, in 1735 ; that mr. Boteler did, the Saturday night 


before it came on, adviſe with the examinant, what was proper to be done ; 
that the examinant told him, nothing could be done without 5 or 6001, that on 
this, he believes, mr. Boteler told him, that he had not ſo much money, but he 


would write a letter to mr. Paxton ; that the next morning one mr. John Jones, 


who was a friend of mr, Boteler's, was ſent to London, and returned on the 


Monday morning to Wendover, and on his return told the examinant, that he 
had delivered a letter to mr. Paxton, and mr, Paxton had given him 5ool, he 


having at the ſame time in his hand great numbers of Bank notes, which he told 


the examinant was the 5ool in queſtion, and which he immediately carried in 


to mr. Boteler, who ſoon after came out, and informed the examinant the 500 
was come. Sh Hey „ „ 1 
Mr. John Jones, being examined, ſaid, that he had no intereſt in the 8 
of Wendover, but was employed by mr. Boteler as a friend; that, before 
day of the election, mr. Boteler defired the examinant to go to town with a let- 
ter to mr. Nicholas Paxton for money; that he found mr. Paxton at Fulham, and 
gave him the letter, and mr. Paxton, on reading it, deſired the examinant to 
meet him the next day at Roger Williams's coffee-houſe; that he did meet him 
accordingly, and mr. Paxton gave him a parcel of money (of which the greater 


part, if not the whole, was in Bank notes) and told him, on delivering it, Here 


is your anſwer ; the ſum, he believes, might be about 5001 that he carried it the 
ſame morning to Wendover, and delivered the ſame, or the greateſt part thereof, 
to mr. Boteler. | 3 
John Boteler, eſq; being examined, ſaid, that when he ſtood candidate at 
Wendover, in 1735, he did, on occaſion of that election, and not long before 
it, make an acquaintance with mr. Paxton ſollicitor to the treaſury ; that the 
examinant was puſhed at the election, and wanted money, and thinking he had 
ſome pretenſions to favour, on account of his being ill uſed in his former election, 
and knowing mr. Paxton was a perſon about the treaſury that might have an in- 
tereſt where the money might be had, the examinant, as he could not come away 
from Wendover without money to defray his charges, ſent mr. John Jones to 
London, with a meſſage to mr. Paxton for money, which meſlage, the cx 
| nan 
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(3) 
nant believes, was a letter for 500 1, that mr. Jones returned with the money 
the examinant a little before the election; that the examinant did never give ei- 
ther bond, note, or receipt for the money, nor has mr. Paxton at any time fince 
made a demand either of the money, or any ſecurity for the ſame, nor did he 
conſider himſelf as a debtor for the ſum thus received. | 
Mr. Nicholas Paxton being examined, ſaid, that he knows mr. John Jones ve- 
well, and has known him for ſome years; that he likewiſe knows mr. Boteler, 
ormerly candidate at Wendover, and has known him ſeveral years ; he believes, 
that mr. Boteler ſtood candidate for Wendover in the year 1735, but that he 
was not an agent for mr. Boteler. 5 4 


Mr. Paxton being further aſked, if he advanced any money to mr. Jones, on 
the account of mr. Boteler, about the time of that election; N 
He ſaid, I will not anſwer that queſtion, as it may tend to accuſe myſelf. 
The committee deſired he would confider of it. To which he anſwered, 
I defire no time to confider of it. J | a 
Then he was ordered to withdraw. | % 
And being again called in, the queſtion was read to him, and he was inform- 
ed by the chairman, that it was the unanimous opinion of the committee, that 
an anſwer to this queſtion did not tend to accuſe himſelf ; and therefore the com- 
mittee did inſiſt on an anſwer. To which | 
He ſaid, I defire to be excuſed. 


"A 
= 


z Then he was again ordered to withdraw. | 
- And being again called in, the chairman repeated the queſtion to him, and in- 
e formed him, that the committee did inſiſt on an anſwer, and would not excuſe 
. him. To which | 
e He ſaid, I will not anſwer that queſtion ; and perſiſting in his refuſal, was or- 
E Jdered to withdraw. | l — 1 
e Mr. Paxton being, on the next day, taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
d Arms, by order of the houſe, was on the day following, brought before the 
* committee, in order to be examined, and being again aſked, if he did advance 
1 any money to mr. John Jones, on the account of mr. Boteler, about the time of 
the election at Wendover, in the year 1735. 7 3 Tot 
Ra... ſaid, I adhere to my former anſwer ; upon which he was ordered to with- 
W. 
* And being again called in, the chairman by the direction of the committee, i 
id repeated the ſame queſtion to him, and acquainted him, that they expected he 
to ſhould give a poſitive anſwer thereto. Upon which 
Mm He ſaid, F you will have me give a pofitive anſwer, I do ſay, I will not an- 
er wer that queſtion, as it may tend to accuſe myſelf. * 
re Vour committee in the next place, proceeded to examine mr. Richard Banks, 
he late partner with mr. Paxton, who ſaid, that he became a partner in buſineſs 
of, with mr. Paxton, about the year 1731 or 1732, and continued to act with him 
as ſuch, till within theſe four or five years; that in their private buſineſs he 
at (Banks) generally received the money from the clients, tho' not always; that in 
Ore other buſineſs, which he apprehended related to the publick, he gave the bills to 
the r. Paxton, who allowed them to the examinant upon account, as money ; that 
had the examinant had one bill of near 3000 | for proſecutions relating to the bo- 
our op of Orford in Suffolk, in which mr. John Lawton paid the examinant ſeve- 
in- al hundred pounds for carrying on this proſecution, and ſometimes he had money 
day or the ſame purpoſe from mr. Paxton, for which the examinant gave him a re- 
on eipt; but this was, for the moſt part, when mr. Lawton was out of the way, 
me nd when they met again, mr. Paxton uſually gave up ſuch receipts to the exami- 


ant, who then gave mr. Lawton others in lieu thereof; that twice mr, Maſter- 
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man received coſts from mr. Moxon, who was concerned on the other fide, about 
200 | the firſt, and about 5001 the ſecond time, and theſe coſts being allowed 
to the examinant by mr. Maſterman, who taxed the bills, the examinant gave 
mr. Lawton a receipt to their amount, and, the examinant believes, that he 
gave no receipt to any perſon, except as aforeſaid, for money advanced in this 
ir, but to mr. Lawton, from whom moſt of the money came; that at firſt the 
examinant did not know whether this proſecution was a public or private one, 
but he did at laft believe it was anſwered by public money ; that it was under- 
Rood by all mr. Lawton's friends, as the examinant believes, that the ſaid proſe- 
cutions were carried on with public money, and that mr. Lawton did not bear 
the expence thereof; that the examinant, being at Bury, was one evening in 
company with mr. Prime and mr. Lawton, when mr. Prime took occaſion to 
talk to mr. Lawton, as not thinking he had received enough in that cauſe, mr. 
Lawton told mr. Prime that mr. Banks had orders to fee him handſomely, and 
aſked Banks, what he had given him, who anſwered, five guineas on each infor- 
mation ; and the examinant informed the committee, that there were ſeveral in- 
formations ; he further added, that mr. Prime ſaid to mr. Lawton, I do not doubt, 
but this is an Exchequer, or Treaſury proſecution (one or other expreſſion the 
examinant was ſure of) mr. Lawton then ſaid to mr. Prime, Why do you aſk me 
that queſtion ? mr. Prime replied, I ſee there is abundance of care taken in theſe 
proſecutions, and-a thing carried on by a private purſe would- ſcarce have had 
two ſollicitors; that thereupon angry words paſſed between mr. Lawton and mr. 
Prime, and that at laſt mr. Lawton ſaid to him, I aſſure you, there has been 
no money diſburſed hitherto, but what has been out of my pocket, but I do not 
pretend to ſay, I ſhall not be reimbured it again ;” that the examinant has ſome- 
times jocularly aſked mr. Paxton, if theſe proſecutions were not on the public ac- 
count, but that mr. Paxon has been on the reſerve, and evaded it by telling the 
examinant, © What is that to you, as long as you are paid?“ that there remains 
700 and odd pounds unpaid of the bill for theſe proſecntions ; that mr. Paxton 
has likewiſe charged himſelf with another bill of the examinant's as money in 
an accompt to paſs between them in a proſecution againſt a news writer for de- 
faming ſir Charles Gunter Nichol, juſt after his death, for having accepted of a 
red ribbon ; that counſellor Chute recommended mr. Paxton to lady Nichol, and 
mr. Paxton gave orders to the examinant for this proſecution ; and that a good 
while afterwards, the examinant aſked mr. Chute, who he ſhould make out the 
bill to; that mr. Chute told the examinant, that he ſhould be no loſer by it, 
but that he thoughtit was to coſt lady Nichol nothing; and that he apprehended 
mr. Paxton was to pay it; on which the examinant went to mr. Paxton, who at 
firſt made a little demur about it, but after a while he did agree to allow the bill 
to pals in account, as aforeſaid ; but the examinant never did apprehend it to be 
at mr. Paxton's own expence ; nor doth the examinant know, that mr. Paxton e- 
ver charged himſelf with the examinant's bills as money, before he had actually 
received them, unleſs in what the examinant apprehends was diſcharged with pub- 
hck money ; but that mr. Paxton has engaged himſelf under his hand, to an- 
ſwer for the before-mentioned bills as money in his account with the examinant. # 
Mr. Leonard Martin, who has been partner with his father-in-law mWPaxton 
ſince Michaelmas 1737, being examined, ſaid, that he was concerned for the bo- 
rough of Radnor, but not tell they came to apply for a new charter; that he re- 
eeived his directions from Thomas Lewis eſq; who told the examinant, as he be- 
lieves, that he ſhould be paid by the government; that he conſulted mr. Paxton, 
=: well as mr. Lewis, and, to the bett of his remembrance, mr. Lewis told him, 
ur. Paxton was to pay him; that the examinant's bill for ſolliciting, and paſſing 
the new charter, and for defending three informations in the nature of Quo War- 
| | FEY ranto, 


(5) 
ranto, againſt three members of the corporation, was 12841. of which u 
of 1200 1. was on account of paſſing the charter, and it was paid him by mr. 
Paxton above a year ago; that this new charter was for an incorporation, the old 
corporation being broke up by proſecutions and jadgments of ouſter; that he 
apprehends the Petitioners for this charter were only perſons ſet up by mr. Lewisz 
for he was the perſon that had it at heart, and who chiefly ſolicited, and puſhed 
it forwards. | | 

Thomas Lewis eſq; a member of this houſe, being examined, ſaid, that he 


applied to have the expences of an intended new charter for the borough of Rad- 
nor born by the crown ; that he had a favourable anſwer ; and believes mr. Pax- 
ton has told him, he had directions to take care of it; that mr. Martin acted as 


Sollicitor in procuring and paſſing the charter, and furniſhed the money for that 
purpoſe ; but the examinant believes, mr. Paxton paid mr. Martin again; that 
the examinant paid ſome Fees to the counſel for attending the attorney and folli- 
tor general in this affair, which amounted to above 40 or 501. that he deli- 
vered a bill for the ſame to mr. Paxton, who repaid him 3 that mr. Paxton in the 
ſame manner ſupported the expence of defending three informations which were 
brought during the paſſing of the charter, againſt the bailiff and two aldermen 
of Radnor ; on which informations they were ouſted from their offices as hayliff 
and aldermen. 

Your committee proceeded, in the next place, to examine into mr. Paxton's 
behaviour as a public accomptant ; and find, that he entered on his office of ſol- 
licitor of the treaſury on the 22d of Dec. 1730, from which time till the month 
of July 1734, being four years and upwards, they find that he had paffed no ac- 
count, nor was he in readineſs to paſs the ſame; for it appears to your commit- 
tee, that, on the 2d of July 1734, he procured a warrant from the treaſury for 
ſtopping proceſs till the Hillary term following ; but it does not appear to 
committee, that, ſince that time, proceſs has ever been revived agamR, or that 
any other ſteps were taken towards his 72 account, till about 12 months 
ago, when his account, ending the 22d of Dec. 1732, was delivered into the 
auditor's office. ee TO 

That, beſides the account juſt mentioned, there is another of mr. Paxton's, 
ending 22 Dec. 1734, now under examination, which was delivered in to the ſaid 
office Taft April was 12 months ; there lies alſo before the auditor a third account, 
ending 22 Dec. 1736, which was delivered in 8 Feb. laſt. | 

And your committee find, that, on the 8th of Feb. laſt, a ſtate of the account 


of mr. Paxton, from Dec. 22. 1730 (the day of his appoiutment to his office) to 


Dec. 22. 1732, amounting to the ſum of 28,2351 00s 9 d 4 and the diſcharge 
whereof amounted to 26,6301 48 5 d was ſubmitted to the lords of the treaſury 
by mr. Edward Bangham, deputy-auditor, who has obſerved at the foot of the 
account, that for 32511 17s part of the cravings of the ſaid mr. Paxton, no 
receipts, or bills of the particulars, were produced; and that it appears by the 
warrant of the treaſury, which direct the accomptant's allowance of 5001 a- year, 
Payable out of the Exchequer, that the ſaid allowance is to be, as well in lieu of 
Termly, and other fees and allowances, which he might claim for his own pains 
and ſervice, as for clerks, coach-hire, or ſuch other the like charges, incident to 
the execution of the ſaid office ; but that it 1s alledged by the accomptant, that 
the ſervices beforementioned are foreign to his buſineſs: as ſollicitor of the treaſu- 
ry; and that he was directed, by ſpecial orders, to attend the ſame; the great- 
eſt part of which were before his appointment, and required his attendance in the 
country; and it appears, that this ſtate of the ſaid account, tho? it bears date oh y 

the 8th of Feb. was not in fact delivered into the treaſury till the gth of Feb. laſt, 
when your committee, to their great ſarprize, find, that, 9 theſe 
| tions” 


8 = - 
7 & 
- 4 * x7 


IT 


_—— 


Loy — 


N 


— — —U[—jä * — 8 
— , * 


| 0-6 


em r__ * 


(6) 


obſervations laid before the commiſſioners of the treaſury by the deputy auditor 
of the impreſt, they did, the very ſame morning, iſſue their warrant to one of 
the auditors of the impreſt, to authorize the paſling and allowing of the ſaid ac- 
count. 

But tho', s * means, the treaſury did grant to mr. Paxton all the favour in 
their power, his accounts are not yet paſſed ; for they muſt be firſt declared, and 
the declaration is the judicial act of the chancellor of the Exchequer ; in which 


he can reviſe, and, if he ſees cauſe, diſallow them, or any part of them, not- 


* ding the warrant of the treaſury, and the allowance of the auditor found- 
ereon. 

Your committee finding, that mr. Paxton had actually paſſed no account, dur- 
ing the whole time of his being ſollicitor to the treaſury, proceeded to enquire, 
whether any large ſums of publick money had been intruſted to him, and find, 
that he ſtands inſuper 5, 3821 185 14 for money paid over to him by mr. Crat- 
cherode, when the ſaid mr. Paxton was his aſſiſtant; they alſo ſind, that he ſtands 
charged upon the impreſt rolls with a ſum of 89,314 / 19s 244 upon account; 
fo that the whole ſum of publick money, with which he fands charged, is no leſs 
than 94,697 / 175 3d 3. 


It alſo appears to your committee, that, beſides the ſaid ſums, they have al- 


ready diſcover'd, that mr. Thomas Lowther, one of the meſſengers of the trea- 
fury, has paid to the ſaid mr. Paxton one ſum of 1500/7 by virtue of a minute of 


the trealury ; for which ſum neither the ſaid Lowther, nor the faid Paxton, are 


publick accomptants. 


But your committee are utterly unable to diſcover, by what arts and methods 
mr. Paxton could evade paſling any account during the time of his being ſollicitor 
to the treaſury, which is upwards of 11 Years ; eſpecially as it appears to your 
committee, that it was the duty of the ſaid treaſury to oblige him to proſecute all 
ſuch accomptants, as ſhould appear to be in arrear by the certificates of the audi- 
tors of the impreſts ; for your committee find, from a repoat of the ſaid auditors, 
(which is hereunto annexed by way of appendix) that, by a warrant of the trea- 
fary, dated the 16 of Auguſt 1711, and ſigned Oxford, the ſollicitor of the trea- 
fury is directed to take care, that the proceſs be regularly iſſued againſt ſuch im- 
preſt accomptants as ſhall appear to be in arrear, by the certificates of the auditors 
of the impreſts, to the queen's remembrancer ; as alſo againſt all perſons ſtanding 
inſuper upon any impreſt, or other accounts ; which warrant was confirmed in his 
late majeſty's reign, as follows, viz. 

Whitehall, Treaſury-Chambers 18 November, 1717. 
Preſent Id Stanhope, John Wallop, Id Torrington, mr. Baillie. 

„ Renew the order to the ſollicitor of the treaſury to proſecute ſupers upon ac- 
cCountants.“ 

And your committee are at a loſs to determine, what motives could induce the 
commiſſioners of the treaſury, to continue the ſaid mr. Paxton ſo many years in the 
office of ſollicitor of the treaſury, and to direct, that ſuch large ſums of publick 
money ſhould, from time to time, be lodged in his Hands; when they muſt. have 
been informed, by the half-yearly certificates, delivered in to them by the audi- 
tors of the impreſts, that he had paſt no accounts from the time of his firſt ap- 
pointment to = ſollicitor of the treaſury, which was on the 22d of Dec. 1733. 


Your committee, the better to be enabled to diſcover, by what ſervices the 


faid mr. Paxton could deſerve ſuch ſingular and extraordinary indulgence, did, on 
Friday laſt, dir ect the keeper of Newgate to bring him before them; and, upon 


is 1 called in, the former queſtion was again repeated to him, vix. 


Did you advance any money to mr. John Jones, on the account of mr. Bote- 
ler, about the time of the election at Wendover in 1735“ 8 
pon 
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pon which he deſired, that his former anſwer to the ſaid queſtion might be 


Which being read accordingly ; 

He repeated the very ſame Words, wiz. {will not anſwer that queſtion, as it 
may tend to accuſe myſelf. 

Whereupon he was aſked, whether the apprehenſion, that it might tend to ac- 
cuſe himſelf, was his only reaſon for not anſwering ? 

He ſaid, That is my principal reaſon. 
| Whereupon he was ordered to withdraw. | | 

Gwyn Vaughan, eſq; being examined, he was aſked, If he knew of any ſum, 
or ſums, of money, paid out of the ſalary, or profits, of any place, or office, 
under the government? To which he anſwered, 

Ido not know of any, at this time. this 

Being then further aſked, If he knew of any paid within theſe 10 years? 

He deſired to know, whether he was to include himſelf, or only others? 

He was then informed, that the queſtion was general, and included all perſons. 

Then he ſaid, that he was apprehenſive, an anſwer to that queſtion might in 
part affect himſelf; and therefore deſired to be excuſed anſwering. | 

Whereupon he was ordered to withdraw. 

And upon his being called in again ; | 

He was acquainted by the chairman, that the committce had conſidered of his 
objection to the queſtion put to him, and would not preſs it further at that time. 

Your committee are now proceeding, with all poſſible diſpatch in proſecutin 
the enquiry into the conduct of the earl of Orford, during the laſt ten years of 
his being firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, and chancellor and under-treafurer 
of his majeſty's Exchequer ; but they cannot conclude this report, without re- 
preſenting, to the houſe, the great difficulty they labour under, from this obſti- 
nate and contemptuous behaviour of mr.Paxton, who appears to have been direct- 
ly or indire&ly concerned in moſt of the tranſactions, into which they have hi- 
We enquired; and when they conſider the very large ſums, which have been 
iſſued to him, during the time of his being ſollicitor to the treaſury, and that no 
effectual methods were ever taken to oblige him to account for any part thereof, 
(a circumſtance, which could not ariſe from mere negligence or inattention) when 
they conſider that the ſtrong and well - grounded remarks made on his accounts by 
the deputy. auditor of the impreſts, were conſtantly followed by a warrant of the 
treaſury, directing the auditor to allow his accounts; when they conſider, what 
ſtrong ſuſpicions muſt ariſe from the foregoing evidence, that ſome part, at leaſt, 
of the money in his hands, may have been employed in practices dangerous to the 
liberties of this nation, and deſtructive of the independency of parliaments; they 
cannot help obſerving, that his perſeverance in refuſing ta anſwer, ſeems to take 
its riſe from a premeditated ſcheme, to obſtruct and fruſtrate their enquiry ; and, 
ſhould it paſs unregarded, may probably communicate it ſelf to other perſons, 
whom they ſhall have occaſion to call before them ; and, by that means, render it 
impoſſible to lay a clear ſtate of affairs before the houſe. _ 

Your committee therefore thought themſelves obliged in duty to report 


2 matters ſpecially to the houſe, and do humbly ſubmit the ſame to their conſi- 
eration, | 


read 


BY RD © Ro. 2 2 © 


Gentlemen, 
M Y lord treaſurer is pleaſed to order, that you, together with mr. Borret 
the ſollicitor for the affairs of the treaſury, do attend mr. —— and 
| * icitor- 


 Sollicito?-general, and adviſe with them of the moſt effetual methods for make 


in the beginning of every term to. your lordſhip, in the following method. ; and 
the auditor of the land revenue. 
been found by ANN that the iſſuing Diſtringas ad computandum, have 


Perſons ſtanding inſuper Proceſs iſſued againſt, 
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ing out the proceſs of the Exchequer from time to time, againſt accomptants in 
default, and for execution. of the ſame. I am, Gentlemen, | 
Treaſury Chambers, Your moſt humble Servant, ' 
4 June, 1711. P - William Lowpzs. 


5 To the right honourable Robert earl of Oxford and earl 
Auditors Impreſt 3 . lord high treaſurer of Great Britain. 
N obedience to your lordfhips. order of the 4th of June, we have attended mr. 
Attorney, and ſollicitor general, and adviſed with them of the moſt effectual 
method for making out the proceſs.of the Exchequer, againſt accomptants in de- 
fault, and for the . execution of the ſame ;. and by whoſe approbation do humb- 


ropaſe. 5 | 

7 That che follicitor of the treaſury be directed to take care that the proceſs be 
regularly iflued, _ fuch impreſt accomptants, as ſhall appear to be in ar- 
rear, by the certificates of the auditors. of the impreſts, to the queen's. remem- 
brancer ; as alſo. againſt all perſons ſtanding inſuper, upon any impreſt, or other 
accounts. | 

That the like directions be given with reſpect to the receivers of the land-tax, | 
who are behind with their accounts; as alſo to the ſollicitors of the cuſtoms, exciſe, 
poſt-office, ſalt and ſtamp duties, with reſpect to the perſons ſtanding inſuper up- 
on the accounts of the revenues; and. that the effect of ſuch proceſs. may appear, 
it is humbly propoſed, that the ſame may be repreſented, by each ſollicitor, 


that a copy thereof, be each term tranſmitted. to the auditors of 


impreſts, and 


And whereas many of the accomptants have no viſible eſtate in land and iv has 


had very little effect; it is therefore propoſed, that in all caſes, where a Diſtringas 


has once been iſſued without effect, the ſeveral Sollicitors ſhould. be directed to:take 


aut a Capias ad computandum the next term, to ſecure the perſon of the accomp- 


tant, till he gives ſecurity for his rendering a due account. 


E. Harley, I approve of the method propoſed Edw. Northey, July 20. 1711. 
A. Mainwaring, I likewiſe approve of this method, R. Raymond, july 30. 17 11. 


Accomptants appearing; | Proceſs iſſued againſt, | Reaſon why pro- Accounts 
to be in. arrear by the | and. executed upon | ceſs has not been. | brought in 
certificates of the audi- | ſuch, accomptants. executed. to the audi. 
tors of the Impreſt. | n tors ſince 
the iſſuing 
of -praceſs, 


Reaſon why pro- Inſuper as 
upon the account of the | and executed upon | ceſs is not execu- cos br 
army, &c. for which no | ſuch accomptants, | ted. in ſince 
acct has been rendred. | certificate, 


Aſter my hearty commendations, having conſidered the repreſentation, of 
which the within written is a true copy, and approving thereof; theſe are to au- i 
thoriſe and direct you to take care, that all matters and: things therein and there- 
by preſcribed, for the ſollicitor of the treaſury to do, be carefully and:duly;done 
and performed by yoy,” and that your proceedings thereupon be, from time t9 

time, 
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time, repreſented in the manner, and according to the method thereby propoſed, 
and, for ſo doing, this ſhall be your warrant, . | „„ 
Whitehall Treaſ. Chambers, Aug. 16. 1711. OxroRD. 
To my very loving friend William Borret, eſq; 5 
ſollicitor for the afiirs of the treaſury, 
Which warrant was confirmed in his late majeſty's reign, as follows, viz. - 
Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 18 November 1717. 
Preſent, Ld Stanhope, Id Torrington, John Wallop, mr. Baillie. | 
Supers upon accomptants, 7 Renew the order to the ſollicitor of the treaſury, to 
about proſecutions. . proſecute ſupers upon accomptane. 
It is ſubmitted, whether the certificates from the ſollicitors, ſhould not be eve- 
iſſuable term, inſtead of every term. | 
The foregoing, are true copies from the entries in the books in the office of 
the auditors of the impreſts. Edw. Bangham, Ja. 'Thomas, Dep. Audit. 


aw 
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A FURTHER 


| OUR committee having, in a former report, laid before the houſe, the 


— obſtructions they met with in the courſe of their W and findin 
that the lords had refuſed to concur in the means propoſed by this hooks 
1 to remove them, by rejecting the bill for indemnifying ſuch perſons as 
4 fall upon examination make diſcoveries touching the diſpoſition of publick mo- 
mp ney, or concerning the diſpoſition of offices, or any payments, or agreements in 


| talks reſpect thereof, or concerning other matters relating to the conduct of Robert earl 
N of Orford, have not thought it adviſeable to enter upon any new matter relating to 


—_— the tranſactions of the earl of Orford : but, as previous to the rejecting of the 

ſaid bill by the other houſe, they had ſeveral matters before them of the higheſt 
ou conſequeuce and importance to the ſucceſs of the war with Spain, and to the do- 
"Oo meſtick oeconomy and good order of the kingdom ; to the payment of the troops 
* abroad, to the freedom of elections at home, and to the quantity and method of 
* iſſuing publick money for the ſecret ſervices of the ſtate, in all which the ſaid 
nol earl appears to have had the principal, if not the ſole direction: your commit- 
1 tee thought it their abſolute duty to lay theſe matters before the houſe, and were 
ſuing preparing to do it, with as much clearneſs and preſpicuity as the many notorious 
dest difficulties and diſcouragements this enquiry has laboured under would permit; 


but in the execution of this deſign they were again interrupted by a new and un- 
foreſeen obſtruction to one of the moſt material points in queſtion, which there- 
fore, together with the other matters abovementioned, they find themſelves un- 

der a neceſſity of laying before this houſe. J | 
As the vigorous and ſucceſsful proſecution of the war in America ſeems to 
have been the great obje of the intereſts and inclination of the people of Great 
Britain; and as an expedition to a climate ſo diſtant and dangerous muſt unavoi- 
dably be attended with an immenſe expence, both of men and money, to the na- 
tion, your committee therefore, conſidering how eſſential it muſt affect the glory 
to his majeſty's arms, and the juſtice due to this nation, that thoſe of their coun- 
trymen who chearfully undertook a ſervice, where the enemy was the leaſt danger 
they were expoſed to, ſhould be juſtly ns fully paid the great ſums raiſed to ſup- 
Capers | port. 


(10) 
port them, have thought it their duty to enquire into the contract made for fup- 
plying his majeſty's forces going upon the expedition with lord Cathcart, and to 
examine whether it had been eſtabliſhed on the moſt juſt and advantageous foot, 
for troops ſo peculiarly deſerving the care and attention of the publick: And in 
proceeding therein, 

Your committee find that the money, or rather the currency of Jamaica, is of 
a leſs value than ſterling money, and by the examination of merchants it appears 
that for ſome years before the commencement of the war with Spain, the rate of 
exchange between Jamaica and England was from 135 to 140, but generally at 
140, very few bills, having been . rang under that rate, that 1s, perſons at Ja- 
maica generally paid 1401 of the currency of that country for a bill which 
entitled them, or their agents to 1001 ſterling in England. 

Your committee find that on the gth of July, 1740. the following propoſal was 
made to the treaſury for furniſhing money at Jamaica; for the expedition under 
lord Cathcart, by Peter Burrell, and John Briſtow, eſq; members of this Houſe. 

To the right honourable the lords commiſſioners of his majeſty's treaſury, 
the propoſal of Peter Burrell, and John Briſtow. 

That they are ready to furniſh at Jamaica his majeſty*s forces, going upon the 
mtended expedition with lord Cathcart, with any ſums of money, and at the time 
which . ſhall require, at the rate of 100 l ſterling for every 120 l paid at 

amaica in the currency of that iſland; that the ſum of 27000 1 be * to them 
fore the departure of the troops, they furniſhing their Bills at Sight on Jamaica 
for the amount thereof at the above-mentioned rate of 1001 ſterling. for 120 1. 
maica Currency; that the ſubſequent payments be made upon their producing 
the deputy paymaſter's bills of receipts, who ſhall be directed to give the ſame for 
e ſums they ſhall receive from time to time. : 
London, July 9, 1740. Peter Burrell, John Briſtaw. 

This propoſal was the ſame day agreed to by the commiſſioners of the treaſury, 
the Earl of Orford being then preſent at the board, which appears the more ex- 
traordinary to your committee, becauſe the commiſſioners of the treaſury (had 
they thought fit to enquire) muſt have found that for ſeveral months preceding the 
date of this propoſal, all the bills drawn from Jamaica, for the ſervice of his ma- 
jeſty's navy and ordnance, were drawn at the rate of 1401 for 100 1 Sterling, as 
appears by the appendix, no. 1, 5 

our committee alſo obſerve, that at the time of the N of this propoſal 
it could be no ſecret to mr. Burrell and mr. Briſtow, that the Exchange from Ja- 
maica was at 140. For your committee find in the minutes of a court of direc- 
tors of the South-Sea company, when mr. Burrell, ſub-governor, .and mr, Bri- 
ſtow, deputy-Governor, were preſent, the following Order. 

Friday, March 16, 1738-9. Ordered, That it be referred to the committee 
of correſpondence to conſider, and report their opinion concerning the exchange 
from Jamaica, which is now at 1401 for 1001 ſterling, and yet the company 
are not credited for the dollars, piſtoles, and bar gold more than when the Ex- 
change was at 135 per Cent. | 
The circumſtances which preceded and occaſioned this extraordinary tranſ- 
action, as far as your committee have been able to trace them, are of a 
very ſingular nature; for it appears by the examination of capt: Alexander Wil- 
ſn, who was agent to lord Cathcart, when he was preparing for the expedition 
t) the Weſt-Indies, which is annexed in the appendix, (no. 2.) That in May or 
June preceding this contract, the pay-maſter-general communicated to lord Cath- 
cart a method of paying the troops which his fordſhip approved of ; this was by 
ſending a ſum of money with the deputy-paymaſter, who was to attend the expe- 
dition, and impowering him to draw what bills ſhould be neceſſary, and _— 

: the 


( xx ) 
the troops to be paid at Jamaica, at ſuch a rate of enchange, as ſhould appear to 
lord Cathcart and the ſuperior officers to be moſt advantageous to the troops; 
and it being intimated ſome time after to lord Cathcart, that a contract for pay- 


ing the troops, at 1201 Jamaica money, for 1001 ſterl. was then depending ne- 
fore the treaſury, he immediately procured a meeting with mr. Hanbury WY 


ams, pay-maſter of the marines, mr. Burrell, and mr. Briſtow, with a view, 
poſſible, to get the troops paid in a more advantageous manner, for he did not 
apprehend the contract was at that time paſſed. At this meeting he mention 
the inconveniencies which might ariſe from the paying the men at a rate ſo mu 
lower than the known exchange, and the danger there was; from what he had 
obſerved abroad, of its producing diſcontents and niutiny ; and after ſeveral ar- 


2 uſed on both ſides, their meeting ended on mr. Burrell's, or mr. Briſtow's 


— that they had made an agreement with the treaſury already, on the 
1 — Jamaica money, for 1001 Sterling, and that they could not do it 
s profit. : 

For the examination of mr. Burrell and tar. Briſtow, which are annexed inthe 
appendix, (no. 3) it appears, that they applied for this contract to the Earl of 
Orford, and to no other perſon ; for when it was publickly known that the troops 
were going to Jamaica, mr. Burrell acquainted the ſaid earl, that he had correſ- 
pondence in Jamaica, on the South-Sea company's account, who were men of 
great credit, and had the greateſt command of money of any in the place, and he 
thought, if money was wanted there, he could ſupply the government as well as 
any body; and that afterwards, conſidering the great importance of the affair, 


He thought it too much hazard for himſelf alone, and mentioned it to mr. Ri- 


ſtow, and they 1 ſettled the terms of their propoſal; and about ti month 
of June, 1740, the parliament being then prorogued, they waited on the earl 
of Orford, and propoſed to him the ſame terms, which were afterwards agreed to 
by the treaſury ; the ſaid earl aſked them if theſe were the loweſt terms, and her- 
ed they would not aſk more than was teaſonable, or what any body ſhould com- 
plain of ; that he would not take it on himſelf, but defired them to make their 
propoſals to the treaſury, which ſeems to your committee to have been intirely 
matter of form; for it appears that when this propoſal was accordingly delivered 
to the treaſury, the gentlemen cannot recolle& to whom it was delivered, nor 
when, nor by whom they were informed of its being accepted; nay, one of the 
gentlemen even does not remember, whether they themſelves went with their 

propoſal when it was preſented, 72 
And your committee having alſo examined Charles Hanbury Williams, eſq; a 
member of this houſe, touching the converſation that paſſed between mr. Bur- 
rell, mr. Briſtow, and lord Cathcart, at mr. William's Office, have alſo added his 
CORY to the others in the appendix (no. 30) to which they beg leave to 

refer. | 

Your committee cannot find that any notice or intimation was given to any per- 
ſon, except what paſſed between the earl of Orford and the contractors, as is be- 
fore mentioned, of the intention of the treaſury, to make this contract, for it ap- 
pears by the examination of James Knight, eiqz which is annexed in the appen- 
dix (no. 4.) that when he heard the troops were going to Jamaica, and was told 
the treaſury would contract with private perſons for paying them, he did himſelf 
intend to make an offer for furniſhing the money, but in very few days after, he 
heard the treaſury had agreed with mr. Burrell and mr. Briſtow, at the rate of 
1201 and he did not believe the Treaſury ever gave any notice of their intenti- 
ons to make any ſuch contract. That what he expected, was not a formal pub- 
lick notice, but that it ſhould have been communicated to merchants, as he has 
heard has been practiſed in Queen — Wars, and had this been done, he be- 
| lieves 


| ( 12 ) 
lieves ſeveral beſides himſe!f would have propoſed, and that he himſelf would have 
furniſhed the money at 1301 per Cent for 1001 ſterling, and ſhould have thought 
it a good bargain, provided he could have had the ſame money advanced to him 
which he has heard was advanced to mr. Burrell, and mr. Briſtow; and-after the 
firſt difficulty, which would be on the arrival of the troops, was over, he did 
not doubt but he could have contracted with the people of the iſland to furniſh the 
money at the rate of 137 , and if the whole money was advanced to him here 
beforchand, and he was only to ſend it over and furniſh it at Jamaica at the rate 
of 1301 per Cent he thinks he ſhould make 12 or 15 per Cent per Ann. of the 
Sums he furniſhed, by returning the ſame money twice in a Year. 

This led your committee into a computation of the profits which might have 
been made on this contract, which they conceive to ſtand thus: 

If the value of 1001 ſterling be ſent to Jamaica in moidores, it appears they 
will produce 1431 108 Jamaica currency; but by this contract, only 1201 Ja- 
maica currency was to be paid at Jamaica for every-1001 ſterling reoeived here, 
to this 1201 Jamaica currency, all the neceſſary charges muſt be added, which 
your committee conceive to be 11 per Cent Commiſſion, 23 per Cent inſurance, 

11 per Cent Freight, and ; per Cent for the charges of ſhipping ; in all, 41 
155 per Cent which on-1201 Jamaica currency, is 51 14.5 of the ſame curren- 
cy, in all, 125 1 148 Jamaica currency; ſo that the profit tobe made on ſending 

oidores, was the difference between 1251 14.5 and 1431 10s, which is 17 1 
16 Jamaica currency, or 121 8s 1d ſterling out of every 1001 ſterl. which is, 

„14138 2d per Cent, ſterling. And your committee obſerve, that if half of 
"the ſom ſent, had been fix and thirty ſhilling-pieces, and only half in moidores, 


1601 ferling ſo ſent, would have produced 1411 Jamaica currency leſs than 
- moidores alone would have produced. | 


And your committee cannot help obſerving, that if the treafury had thought fit 
to ſend in moidores to Jamaica, on the account of the publick, the ſame ſums of 
money which they actually advanced to the contractors, then every 100 1 Sterl. 
ſo ſent, would have produced 143 1; Jam. currency, except what may be al- 
lowed for inſurance, which your committee is informed, amounts to about 215 
per cent. on money ſent by ſhips of war; nor could frequent opportunities have 
been wanting of ſending on board his majeſty's ſhips ſuch further ſupplies of mo- 
ney as might at any time have been neceſſary for that ſervice ; but if it had been 
thought more adviſeable to have ſupplied part of this expence by draughts from 

hence, there can be no doubt but that the deputy pay-maſter being furniſhed with 
a proportion of ſpecie from hence, would have been able to keep up the Exch. at 
1401 and in that caſe no charge could have attended that part ſo ſupplied. X 
It further appears, that in the courſe of this affair, and before the departure of | 
lord Cathcart, ſtill greater indulgencies were granted to the contractors ; for by 
their firſt propoſal, the ſum of 270co only was to be advanced them by the trea- 
"fury, before the departure of the troops; but the ſubſequent payments were not 
to be made to them till they produced the deputy pay-maſter's bills or receipts ; 
and yet on the zoth of Sept. following, which was before the departure of the 
troops, 12c001 was further advanced to them by the paymaſter-general,for their 
bill of that date, and on the 1ſt of Oct. 9500 1 more was advanced by the pay- 
maſter-general, for the bill of that day's date; and on the 6th of Jan. a further 
um of Go001 was advanced by the pay-maſter of the marines for their bill of 31 
Dec. all in conſequence of minutes of the treaſury, as in Append. no. 5. 
Here your committee cannot help obſerving, that the paying theſe ſums, a- 
mounting to 425c01 over and above the 270001 originally advanced, before 
there had been any diſburſements on the part of the contractors, altered the na- 


ture Gf the contract, and rendered it much more beneficial than it was originally 
I ropoſed by the contractors themſelves. Mr. 


* 
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'e Mr. Burrell ſaid, he did offer half of his ſhare to his brother, and a gentleman 
it engaged in buſineſs with him, but they thought it too great a riſque for them to 
m run: he likewiſe mentioned it to another gentleman (whom he did not name) 
ie who would not accept of it. That theſe refuſals were very early, before any thing 
id was done in it more than paſſing the contract, and that he mentioned them to 
he ſhew that he thought he had no great bargain of it; and from the examinations of 
re mr. Burrel, and mr. Briſtow, it further appears, that ſome time after the making 
te the contract, they offered mr. Monſon, a member of this houſe, 4 part of it; as 
he far as it related to the payment of the troops, in the office where he is deputy, 
which he accepted of, and has ſhared accordingly the profit of this contract, from 


ve the beginning, and ſome time after the earl of Orford mentioned to mr. Burrell, 
that mr. Hanbury Williams had deſired him to ſpeak to him, mr. Burrell, that 
one of mr. Williams's friends might have ſome ſhare in the remittances ; but he 
added, you are to do juſt as you pleaſe, I don't aſk you to let any body in, for 
the contract is yours; and ſoon afterwards, mr. Hanbury Williams fpoke to the 
contractors, and told them, that he had a relation, one mr. Hanbury, a Weſt- 
India merchant, to whom he had obligations, and as he had money and effects 
at Jamaica, he defired he might be concerned 4 part with them for the future, 
which he has accordingly been, in what relates to the payment of the marines, 
in mr. Hanbury Williams's office. | l 
And it appears to your committee, that neither the one nor the other of theſe 
gentlemen advanced any money, or were concerned in the management, but where 
to be ſharers in the profit or loſs only. 1 | n 
And it further appears to your committee, that on the arrival of the troops at 
Jamaica, and the tendring the money to them at 1204. Jamaica currency, great 
diſcontents were expreſſed by the officers, and ſome aQually refuſed to receive it, 
and with time the diſcontent increaſed, and nothing was talked of ſo much a- 
mongſt the officers of the army, as the hardſhips of being paid at 120 I. when 
the exchange was at 140 1. every one of them became a calculator, and complain- 
ed that he loſt 161. 6 s. on every 100 1. he being paid his 120 I. Jamaica mo- 
ney, with 62 moidores, which is no more than 83 1. 14 8. ſterling, all which 
appears by the letters of Colebrooke and general Wentworth, annexed in the ap- 
pendix (no. 6.) ſo truely were the fears of lord Cathcart verified. 12 
And this uneaſineſs among the troops was greatly increaſed by the peremptory 
refuſal of the agents of mr. Burrell, and mr. Briſtow, to furniſh the deputy pay- 
maſter at Jamaica with any money upon their credit, ariſing, as mr. Col 
ſays in his letter of 2oth of Feb. 1740, marked (B), in the appendix (no. 6.) 
from their views of appropriating the profit to themſelves, and being dazled with 
the proſpect of getting 15 or 201. per cent. inſtead of 2 1. per cent. their com- 
miſſion: upon this, the deputy pay- maſter took up money from other perſons, 
and gave them bills on the pay-maſter general, and tho' there were (as ap 
by the extracts of the letters of the deputy pay-maſter, of the zoth of Feb. and 
ezd of March, 1740-1, which are marked (B) and (D) in the appendix (no. 6.) 
combinations to diſtreſs him, yet the firſt bills he thus drew, were at the rate of 
130 J. and he by degrees raiſed the exchange, ſo that at laſt he drew at 140 l. 
whilſt the troops ſtill continued to be paid at 120 l. 4 1 1 
ther And it further appears to your committee, that on the 5th of June 1741, there 
f 31 15 entered in the treaſury-books the following minute: = 4,3 
Mr. Briſtow, one of the remitters for the Weſt-Indies, is called in, and ac- 
Juaints my lords, that he and mr. Burrell have diſcharged ſuch of their factors 
and agents at Jamaica, as miſbehaved themſelves in their conduct about ſupplying 
na- the money for the publick ſervice there; and that as general Wentworth has ap- 
nally plied for the troops to be paid at the rate of 125 1. per cent. he will take care that 
Mr. ae remittances ſhall be made accordingly.” And 
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( 14 ) 
And on the roth of July following, the commiſſioners of the treaſure agree and 
order that meſſ. Burrell TY 4 the my * America at the rate of 
1251. Jamaica currency for 100 I. ſterling, 24th of April preceding. 

w your committee obferve, on this new contract, firſt propoſed an che 5th 
of June, 1641, and finally regulated on the 10th of July following, that mr. 
Colebrooke, the deputy pay-maſter at Jamaica, did on the 24th of Feb. preced- 
ing, being 19 weeks before the ſettling of the ſaid contract, draw bills on the 

y-maſter general to the amount of 12501. all at the rate of 13ol. and did in his 
of the 23d of March before mentioned, acquaint the pay-maſter general 

that he had happily overcome all the o tion, and could affure him on 
grounds, that whatever money might neceſſary to be raifed for the ſervice, 
would be found at Jamaica, for bills on the n for 130 l. and up- 
wards, and this laſt letter is dated above ten weeks before the propoſal of mr. 
Burrell and mr. Briſtow, to amend their contract, and above fifteen weeks before 
the final acceptation of that propoſal by the treaſury ; and is worthy of ohſerva- 
tion that in the months of January, February, March, April and May, preced- 
ing the July in which this ſecond contraR at 125 1. was eftabliſhed by the treaſu- 


ry, there were drawn from Jamaica, 3 bills for the ſervice 1 
and the remainder at | 


And it appears to your committee, that ſeveral bills amounting to the ſum of a 
11392 J. 17 8. were drawn on the paymaſter of the marines by his deputy, be- 


majeſty's navy, moſt of them at the rate of 135 
rate of 140 l. | 


tween the 18th of February, 1740, and the 1 of Auguft, 1741, part of which 
bills amounting to 50001. were drawn in the month of February, preceding the 
new contract; that theſe bills were paid by mr. Burrell, and mr. Briſtow, and 
chat money was iffued to them for that by the paymaſter of the marines. 
But, your committee have not been able to diſcover at what rate of exchange 
they were drawn, nor does it appear whether mr. Burrell and mr. Briſtow have 
deen allowed to take the profit ariſing from the difference between 120 1. the rate 
of the contract, and the rate of exchange the bills were drawn at. 
And it further appears to your committee, that the bills drawn by the depnty 
2 from —— on tho pay - maſter general, when the agents of mr. 
urrell and mr. Briſtow refuſed to ſupply him, amounting to the Sum of 292161, 
5s. 3d. and which were drawn in the months of February and March, 1740, and 
10 April, May, June, July, and Auguſt, 1741, at 130 l. 1351. 1371. 1 and 
at laſt at 1401. were ſent for payment to mr. Burrell and mr. Briſtow, and alſo 
that money was iſſued from the pay-office to them to diſcharge the ſaid bills; al- 
tho“ it does not appear to your committee what pretence of right the contractors 


ceuld have to the profit ariſing from ary of theſe bills, after the forfeiture of theit 
Bargain by the refuſal of their agents to furniſh the deputy 'pay-maſters at Jamai- 


Ca. ; 


Bat tho' theſe bills were thus paid by meſſ. Burrell and Briſtow, yet your com- 
mittee find that on the 15th of December laſt, the pay-maſter-general made 2 
_ repreſentation of this matter to the treaſury, as in the appendix (no. 7.) praying a 


direction of the commiſſioners whether the profit or difference ariſing by the ex. 
change on the ſaid bills ſhould be accounted for, and paid to the agents of the ſaid 
eontraftors, or reſerved in the hands of his deputy for the uſe and benefit of 
. the ney : and your committee find the following minute in the books of the 
treaſury: | 
Whitehall Treaſury-Chamber, 29th December, 1741, read alſo to my 
lords a memorial from the ſame pay- maſter, dated the 15th Inſt. relating to the 
. remittances of pay for the troops in America, with reſpect to the Jamaica curren- 
ey, and ordered a copy thereof to be ſent to the remitters for their anſwer * 
to,” | 


ind 
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To which the remitters gave in their anſwer, annexe@in the appendix (ne. 8.) 
in which it is remarkable, that in ſtating; their ſeveral charges upon ſending oves 
ſpecie to Jamaica, they make one charge in the following words; three per cent: 
commiſſion we pay in Jamaica: whereas it appears by their examinations, . that 
they paid one per cent. only to their agent, mr. Calebrooke, for the money ſent 
out with lord Cathcart. | | 

This anſwer was received on the 5th: of February laſt, and nothing app 
to have been done, upon it while the earl of Orford continued in the tr E. 

Vour committee have been obliged to dwell the longer upon this contract, be- 
cauſe the whole behaviour of the earl of Orford; who had the ſole direction of 
it, ſeems ſo extraordinary, that they fear this part of their report would want eres 
dit, if they had not deſcended into the moſt minute particulars of it. 

Here they find a contract entered into upon the faith of the propoſers on- 
ly, with an ignorance of the value of the exchange, whether real or affected does 
not appear to your committee; and that defect ſo far from being endeavoured to 
be ſupplied, by admitting propoſals or informations from any other merchants 
that it ſeemed a determined point to ſhut it out, even when it ſeemed to obtrade 


© itſelf, upon him, from the very offices ſubje& to his inſpection. 


But as if this injury to the troops and injuſtice to the nation, had been too - lit- 
tle, he rendered this contract more advantageous to the contractors than their moſt 
N tion originally ſuggeſted to them. 

r tho* by the terms of the contract the publick was to advance 27000 1 
in money, yet we find the further ſum of 240001 advanced to them before - the 
arrival of the troops in America. | 
And your committee obſerve, that theſhares of the of this contra were 
dealt out to the deputy of the Pay-office, and to a Friend of the paymaſter of the 
Marines, at the requeſt of the ſaid paymaſter, without any advance of money or 
trouble on their part, and it is very remarkable that theſe ſhares were confined to 
the fums iflued from the reſpective Offices. 

And here your committee muſt obſerve, from the whole courſe of this pro- 

eeeding, that neitherthe intereſt of the ſoldier,or the publick, ſeemed to have been 
the object of the earl of Orford's attention. 
The cries of the injured Soldiers, who had loſt one day's pay in ſeven, where 
provifions of all kinds bear an exceſſive price, made ſo little impreſſion, that the 
only relief they obtained was an advance of their pay upon the contract from 
1201 to 1231 tho? there had been drawn upon the Navy Office, during the fix 
months preceding, ſeveral bills, none at leſs than 1351 and ſome at 1401 and 
the deputy to the paymaſter-general likewiſe, 19 Weeks before, had drawn upon 
upon the office at 130 l and 15 weeks before had written to the paymaſter-general, 
that he might depend upon being furniſhed with whatever ſums ſhould be wanted 
at 1301 and upwards, nor could there be any reaſon to fear a diſappointment, in 
relying upon thoſe aſſurances of the deputy-maſter, becauſe to his care wholly it 
was owing, that they were not diſappointed upon the refuſal of the contractors a- 
gents to furniſh him with money. 

Your committee cannot but obſerve that the treaſury, in eſtabliſhing this new 
contract, where the contractors propoſed the advance from 1201 to 1251 to 
commence from the 5th of June, 1741. order it with a retroſpect, and to com- 
mence from the 24th of April ing, and are greatly at a lofs to find if the 

contract was upon juſt and equal terms, why the contractors ſubmitted to any 
advance at all; and if it was not upon equal terms, why the treaſury did not ex- 
tend their retroſpect, and order it to be rectiſied from the commencement. 

And ſo little was the publick to avail itſelf of this injuſtice to the ſoldier, that 
when the contractòrs could furniſh no money at all, from their agents refuſing to 
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anſwer their credit and conſequently the contract was diſſolved, and the army 
muſt have ſtarved, if the deputy-paymaſter, who' is the officer of the publick, 
had not procured money by draughts upon the Pay- office, at 130, 135, up to 
140 Jamaica currency, for 100 1. ſterling; yet thoſe very bills were ſuffered to be 
by the contractors, and publick money iſſued to them to pay the lame, but 
y whoſe order does not appear to your committee. | 

As if the profits ariſing from the advanced prices of thoſe bills, drawn by a 
publick officer upon the publick, had belonged to the contractors. 

And your committee obſerve, that when on the 15th of Dec. laſt, the payma- 
ſter — directions from the treaſury, whether the profits on thoſe bills ſhould 
be paid to the contractors, or reſerved for the benefit of the publick, even that 
could not be obtained, while the earl of Orford remained in the treaſury. | 
. Your committtee now proceed to lay before you, the great part which the earl 
of Orford appears to have had in ſeveral tranſactions which nearly concern the 
freedom of elections, and the independancy of parliament, and they have the 
greateſt reaſon to believe, that had the perſons employed in theſe dark tranſacti- 
ons been properly indemnified, many diſcoveries would have been made of the 
umoſt i importance. : 

Your committee having in their former report laid before you he — which 
mr. Paxton and mr. Lawton had in carrying on 2 relating to the bo- 
rough of Orford, and particularly that Lawton had declared, that he did not 
pretend to ſay he ſhould not be re- imburſed his expences on chat head, think fit 
now to acquaint you, that mr. Abr. Farley being examined, ſaid, that about Ja- 
nuary, 1736, Mr. Lawton told him there was an order made out at the treaſury, 
in his (Farley's) Name, for 1201. and bid him go and receive it, which he did, 
and paid it over immediately to the ſaid Lawton. h 
And mr. Richard Banks, upon his examination, ſaid that John Lawton, eſq; 
of the exchequer, appeared to be his client in the proſecutions relating to Orford, 
tho' he did not know what relation mr. Lawton had to the borough of Orford, 
but believed, that what mr. Lawton did was to oblige fir Robert Walpole, to 
whom he apprehended Lawton was under obligations ; that the whole bill of near 
3000 1 which theſe proſecutions amounted to, was never fatisfied ; that mr. Laws 
ton, Paxton, and he (Banks) met about it, and after a good deal of time allow- 


ed to examine the bill, they on the 15th of Dec. 1736, came to a ſtated account, 


when there was a ballance of 1200 and odd pounds in this Banks's favour, which 
mr. Lawton agreed he would pay in a fortnight's time, and he did ſoon after 
pay 500 1 to Paxton, who paid Banks 1001 thereof and promiſed ſoon to pay 
more, the remaining 700 and odd pounds have not been yet paid; that he 
(Banks) did about two years ago file a bill againſt Paxton in Chancery, to bring 
him to an account; that in this bill mr. Lawton was made a defendant, and that 
Lawton in his anſwer did ſwear, that he detained the 7ool in his hands, to re- im- 
burſe himſelf what was due to him from Paxton, and to ſecure the 2001 fil un- 
paid to mr. Maſterman, for his bill. 

Mr. Leonard Martin, an attorney, and partner with his father-1 . mr. 
Paxton, being examined, ſaid, that he has been concerned in ſeveral ſuits about 
the borough of Colcheſter, and that he had his chief directions therein from mr 
Daniel, an attorney at Colcheſter, tho* mr. Lawton ſometimes interfered , and 
that ſoon after Lawton's death he received a letter from Daniel, as annexed in the 
appendix, (No. .) that he received 133 1 for fines to which the proſecutors were 
entitled ; that 4 believed he adviſed with Lawton, about framing a. petition to 
the treaſury for the king's remaining two thirds of the fine ; that WEED who 
ſeemed very deſirous of ſucceſs in the affair of that corporation, approved of it, 
and he believed Lawton might ſay he would ſpeak about it; that he (Marin 

there OR 
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thereon drew the draught of a petition, and ſent it to Daniel to get it ſigned, and 
on its return he procured a warrant from the treaſury, direCting Paxton to pay 
him 280 | that the warrant was dated July 10, 1741. and that he received the 
money on the 26th of January laſt, and did imagine theſe proſecutions were with 
a view of influencing the election, and to turn the borough, and to get out the 
mayor, and pet the returning officer. | ON 

By all this it appears, that the management of this affair was lodged in the 
hands of Paxton's partner and ſon- in- la-; and the expences attending it were 
in part paid by the ſaid Paxton, in conſequence of a warrant of the treafury ; 
But tho your committee here met with a freſh inſtance of the ſollicitor of the 
treaſury's intermeddling in matters relating to elections, yet they did not think 
fit to examine him again, having little reaſon to expect he would make any diſ- 
coveries, after the other houſe had rejected the bill, by which he would have 
been indemnified ; and your committee cannot determine what could induce the 
earl of Orford to continue Paxton in his office upwards of 11 years, and to ſuf- 
fer him to defer accounting for any part of the large ſums, which were from time 
to time iſſued to him, till the gth of Feb. laſt, ond then to account for two years 
only in id precipitate a manner, but muſt ſubmit to the judgment of this houſe, 
whether that indulgence was owing to a criminal neglect, or to a more criminal 
confederacy. | 

Your Committee now proceed to lay before you a tranſaction relating to the 
borough of Weymouth: | 3 

Mr. Richard Jordan being examined, ſaid, that he was mayor of Weymouth 
and Melcomb Regis in the year 1740, that on the 16th of June in that year mr. 
Pearſe and mr. Olmius came down to Weymouth; that mr. Pearſe applied to 
him (Jordan) and defired his vote and intereſt for himſelf and mr. Olmius, and 
two others in petto, whom he did not name; and told him at the ſame time, that 
there would be a letter produced, obliging him, and all the officers in the ſervice, 
to vote for mr. Pearſe and his friends ; that then mr. Pearſe defired him to go with 
him into private; that when they were alone, mr. Pearſe {aid he was deſirous to 
have the corporation filled up, and that a hall ſhould be called od purpoſe z 
and he further requeſted, that he (Jordan) would meet him, mr. Olmius, and 
ſome other friends ; but mr. Jordan refuſed ro meet mr. Olmius, and then mr. 
Pearſe left him: That on the 18th day of June mr. Pearſe came to his houſe a- 
bout noon, and told him, that if he would come into the meaſures of him (Pearſe) 
and his friends, and fill up the corporation; in order- to have a returning officer, 
or words to that effect, he had it in commiſſion to ſay, that he (Jordan) ſhould 
have the collection of the port of Weymouth, in a month's time, and a letter 
from fr Robert Walpole, under his own hand, to make good the promiſe. Mr. 
Pearſe then went from his houſe, and returned about four of the clock the ſame 
day, and brought to him a liſt of ſuch of the revenue officers as were to be dif. 
placed. He took this liſt, which was writ in mr. Pearſe's own hand, and read 
it over; and after mr. Pearſe was gone, he wrote it down from his own memory z 
and it appeared to your committee, by this and the ſubſequent examinations, that 
ſeveral of the perſons therein named were diſplaced accordingly. And mr. Jor- 
dan further ſaid, that on the ſame day, as he thinks, mr. Pearſe told him he did 
not doubt of prevailing on mr. Charles Taver, and mr. John Carſwell, who 
were aldermen, and others, that he ſhould wait upon them, and convince them 
that they were going againſt their own intereſts, the intereſt of the government, 
and their duty to his majeſty, and again preſſed him, Jordan, to fill up fix of the 
vacancies with friends of his (Pearſe's) who are moſt of them fince provided for : 
That he further told Jordan, that if he was ſure of the returning officer, fir Ro- 
bert Walpole would ſend down two other candidates: That mr, Pearſe ſoon af- 
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ter went to London, but returned to Weymouth on the zoth of June, and ſent a 
meſſage to him, Jordan, by mr. Richard Arbuthnot, deſiring to ſpeak with him 
at captain Tizzard's; but he, Jordan, told the meſſenger, that mr. Pearſe knew 
very well where he lived, and he ſhould not go to the captain's houſe; that the 
meſſenger replied, mr. Pearſe had a letter from fir Robert Walpole to ſhew him; 
that when mr. Arbuthnot found that he would not to mr. Pearſe at captain 
Tizzard's, he told him he would go and fetch the letter, and accordingly went 
and brought the letter, which he, Jordan, read, and took it to be addreſſed to 
mr. Pearſe; the purport of which was, that whatever mr. Pearſe promiſed to 
him, Jordan, fir Robert Walpole would make it good ; and that Jordan's bro- 
ther-in-law, mr, Franklyn, a clergy man, ſhould have the firſt living that fell in 
the gift of the crown or the ſeals, worth his acceptance : 'That with much per- 
ſuaſion he did meet mr. Pearſe at mr. Tizzard's ſummer-houſe; that mr. Pearſe 
there ſhewed him this letter again, and told him it was fir Robert Walpole's let- 
ter; that it was ſigned R. Walpole, and he apprehends it was all wrote in the 
fame hand with the ſigning : That at this meeting mr. Pearſe told him, you have 
four aldermen now abfent, I would- have you call a hall, and fill up the corporati- 
on; that he replied, he thought mr. Pearſe had been long enough acquainted 
with him, to think that he would not be prevailed on by baſe means, to betray 
his friends ; and he further ſaid, on the 19th of September the ſame year, being 
two days before the election for a mayor came on, a letter was produced to him 
from the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, importing, that his deputation as land- 
waiter was ſuperſeded, and Robert, the brother of Richard Arbuthnot, who firſt 
brought fir R. Walpole's letter to him, was to ſucceed him; and he ſaid he had 
been employed in the cuſtom-houſe ever fince the year 1712, and had been land- 
waiter in the port of Weymouth, from 4 May 1729, to the time of his diſmiſſion. 

The rev. mr. Franklyn being examined, faid, that on the 1ſt day of July, 1740, 
mr. Pearſe being then at Weymouth, ſent for him to ſhew him, as he faid, how 
much he had his (Franklyn's) intereſt at heart, but that he was very ſorry to tell 
him he was afraid his brother Jordan would ſpoil all his endeavours to ſerve him, 
for that mr. Jordan had promiſed to come into his (Pearſe's) Meaſures, but now 
attempted to evade his promiſe ; but however, mr. Pearſe, to convince him what 
a friend he intended to have been to him, ſhewed him a letter which was figned 
R. Walpole, the purport of which was, You have given me ſo good a character 
of mr. Jordan, that whatever preferment you ſhall think reaſonable to offer him 
ſhall be made good ; and as for his brother-in-law, mr. Franklyn, he ſhall have 
the firſt living that he will accept of, that falls in the gift of the crown or the 


ſeals; that mr. Pearſe, at the ſame time told him, that he expected his brother 


Jordan would call a hall, and fill up the corporation, which he, Franklyn, 
took to be to get a returning officer; and mr. Pearſe ſaid, fince his brother 
Jordan refuſed him, he had nothing now to truſt to unleſs, he (Franklyn) could 
influence him ; that he toid mr. Pearſe, that he did not like tho affair, and would 
not meddle with it; and mr. Pearſe then replied, if fair means would not do, 
foul muſt ; and he thought mr. Pearſe explained what he meant by foul means, 
for he ſaid he muſt have at their chareer, and he thinks their charter has been 
fince attacked; for three months after, mr. Pearſe attempted to ſet up a mayor in 
the manner contrary to-the uſual cuſtom of the place, and mr. Pearſe's friends had 
filed ſeveral informations in the king's bench againſt the corporation. 

Thomas Pearle, eſq, being examined, ſaid, that ſome time before the laſt 
general election. mr. Joyeux, of Weymouth, was ſent up to London by his 
(Pearſe's) friends, with a ſcheme for the removal aud promotion of ſeveral offi 
cers of the revenue, at the port of Weymouth, without which alterations, tho' 
he (Pearſe) himſelf might be choſe at the general election, yet it was impracti- 
cable to carry all the four members; part of his ſcheme was to remove William 


Clapcott, 
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Clapcott, eſq; from being governour of Portland-Caſtle, and mr. Tucker, from 
being receiver of the hawkers and pedlars, and ſurveyors of the king's quarries 
in Portland, which laſt, with the ſalary of 5001. per ann. and 401. for a clerk, 
was to be divided between mr. Tizzard, the then colleQor, and mr. Bryor, 
which alterations took place: that mr. Olmius generally tranſacted with fir Ro- 
bert Walpole, every thing about the election; that he (Pearſe) apprehended 
that all the removes that were to be made, were with a view to influence the elec- 
tion, and mr. Olmius and he went together to fir Robert Walpole, to conſult on 
meaſures for carrying on the election; but he believes that the {ſcheme was not 
ſhewed fir Robert Walpole, but only talked over with him; he further ſaid, that 
when he was at Weymouth, in the ſummer, 1740, he was told by mr. Jordan, 
the then mayor, if he was made collector in the room of mr. Tizzard, that he 
would fill up the corporation in order to chuſe a returning officer, againſt the ge- 
neral election, but that he (Jordan) would not think of doing any ſuch thing un- 
leſs he ſaw aletter of it under fir Robert Walpole's own hand, that when he came 
to London, he did acquaint fir Robert Walpole with the defire of mr. Jordan, 
and he, Pearſe, had a letter from him, the purport of which was, that whatever 
friends mr. Pearſe ſhould recommend, he (fir Robert Walpole) would endeavour 
to provide for, that he is well acquainted with fir Robert Walpole's hand, and 
believes the letter to be of his writing ; and mr. Franklyn, a clergy-man, bro- 
ther-in-law to mr. Jordan, was particularly mentioned in the letter, fir Robert 
Walpole ſaying, he would uſe his endeayours to get him any living that ſhould 
become vacant in the gift of the crown or of the lord chancellor; that he, Pearſe, 
returned with this letter to Weymouth, and did ſhew it to mr. Franklyn, and he 
believes, to mr, Jordan, in mr. Tizzard's ſummer-houſe, but that mr. Jordan 
flew off from his propoſal, ſaying, employments might be given one day and ta · 
ken away the next, which much ſurprized him, and in a day or two he quit- 
ted the borough and came to London ; that he did not know but after the elec- 
tion was over he might ſay to mr. Franklyn, have at your charter ; that he did 
not know what was become of fir Robert Walpole's letter, but he believes he 
has ſince burnt it: that when he returned from Weymouth, after mr. Jordan's 
refuſal, he called on fir Robert Walpole, and told him he had been diſappointed, 
in his ſcheme ; that fir Robert encouraged him to proceed, and he was told by 
mr. Olmius, that fir Robert Walpole had recommended to him, Olmius, mr. 
Cholmondeley and mr. Plumer, to join with him, Olmius, and that he Pearſe, 
did join with them. 

John Olmius, eſq; being examined, ſaid, that there was a rough ſcheme of 
alterations in the officers of the revenue at Weymouth, which was talked over at 
mr. Pearſe's, and was intended to facilitate the election at Weymouth, that the 
perſons who were mentioned to be advanced had all intereſt in Weymouth ; that 
he and mr. Pearſe were with fir Robert Walpole, to deſire that the ſurveyor's 
place might be given to mr. Tizzard and mr. Bryor, but he does not recolle& if 
the ſcheme was ſhewed to fir Robert Walpole or no, nor can he recollect fir Ro- 
bert Walpole's anſwer about the ſcheme, but fir Robert Walpole was very flow 
in promoting Tizzard and Bryor ; that mr. Olmius had an old ſervant whom he 
wanted to provide for, and he told mr. Tizzard and mr. Bryor, that as he had ſo 
much trouble to get them the place, he expected they ſhould give his ſervant 50 l. 
per ann. which they agree to, but it has not yet been paid, for they have not as 
yet received their ſalaries : that fir Robert Walpole ſaid one day to this exami- 
nant, that colonel Cholmondeley and mr. Plumer were very good men ; on 
which, mr. Olmius ſaid, he would give them all the intereſt he could. 

Your committee find, that tho* theſe endeavours of the earl of Orford to in- 
fluence the voters of Weymouth, 25 to procure a proper returning officer, by 


2 thus 
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thus placing and diſplacing the officers of the revenue, did at that time prove in- 
effectual; yet juſt before the election came on, another attempt was made of the 
ſame nature, tho* with as little ſucceſs as before. .F 

For mr. Ezekial Pomeroy, chief clerk to the clerk of the cheque at Deptford, 
being examined, ſaid, that on or about Monday the 27th of April, in the year 1741 
eight or ten days before the Weymouth election came on the reverend mr. Mor- 
gan came to his houſe at Deptford, between 5 and 6 in the morning, and aſked 

im if he was willing to go on a particular meſſage to mr. Tucker, at Weymouth, 
which would be of 11 gular ſervice to mr. Tucker, as well as to him, (Pomeroy;) 
that he anſwered, he was willing to do any thing which could be of any ſervice 
to mr. Tucker or himſelf, but that he muſt have leave to be abſent from duty; 
mr. — told him he was going to town to wait on fir Robert Walpole, and 
he would return as ſoon as poſſible; and about two o'clock in the after- 
noon of the ſame day, Morgan returned to him, and told him, he had got leave 
for him, for ſir Robert Walpole had written a letter to fir Jacob Acworth, for 
leave ; that fir Robert had inquired much of Morgan, who Pomeroy was, and 
if he might be ſafely depended on, and that Morgan ſaid, he would anſwer - 
to fir Robert Walpole for his fidelity; and between . ca and four of the clock 
in the afternoon of the ſame day, he, Pomeroy, came to town with Morgan, 
who carried him to the crown tavern behind the Exchange, where they met iar. 
Olmius, and they three dined together; and after dinner, mr. Olmius told him, 
Pomeroy, that he found by mr. Morgan he was willing to go on the meſſage to 
mr. Tucker. he (Pomeroy) then aſked him, what the meſſage was? mr. Olmius 
told him, if he would go down to mr. Tucker, and tell him, if he would but 
agree to take him, Olmius, mr. Pearſe, and another friend who was not mention- 
ed, he (Olmius was commiſſioned from ſir Robert Walpole, to aſſure him (Tuc- 
ker) that every friend of his that had been diſplaced, ſhould have their places 
again, or any other that mr. Tucker ſhould pleaſe to aſk ; and as for mr. Tucker 
himſelf, he ſhould have any thing he would be pleaſed to aſk, and that if he (Tuc- 
ker) doubted of the veracity of the meſſage, and either he or his brother would 
come to town, they ſhould be fully ſatisfied of the truth of it, and that he [Po- 
meroy ] was not to communicate this meſſage to any other perſons but to the Tuc- 
kers, and his [Pomeroy's] father, who had been poſt-maſter, but was then out; 
upon this, he obſerved to mr. Olmius, that mr. Pearſe, who was his patron, was 
then in Dorſetſhire, that he would wonder to ſee him, and would aſk him queſti- 
ons; and he deſired to know if he might be at liberty to acquaint him, Pearſe, 
with the meſſage ; on this, mr. Olmius ſaid he would write to mr. Pearſe, and he 
did write a letter to him, which he gave unſealed to him, Pomeroy, who read it 
two or three times, and it was in ſubitance as follows ; 

* Sir, mr. Pomeroy comes on a ſpecial meſſage from our good friend fir R. W. 
(which he (Pomeroy) ſaid, he underſtood to mean fir Robert Walpole,) which 
— he is not to communicate to any body but thoſe to whom he is ſent, 
therefore aſk him no queſtions, but be aſſured that nothing ſhall be done or tranſ- 
cted but what ſhall be for your intereſt, as well as for that of your humble ſervant, 

John Olmius.” 

In conſequence of this, he, Pomeroy, ſet out poſt next morning, which was 
on Tueſday, for Weymouth, and arrived there on Wedneſday, at nine in the 
morning ; that he waited on mr. Tucker, and found him and his brother both 
together; he told them the particulars of the meſſage from mr. Olmius, and he 
was anſwered by mr. Tucker, that a propoſal of that kind was abſolutely too 
late, that his word and honour was engaged, and he would not go from it for a- 
ny conſideration ; he further ſaid, that mr. Tucker aſked him, it he had brought 
2ny letter from fir Robert Walpole, to which he ſaid, No; he further ſaid, that 

mr. 
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mr. Morgan and mr. Olmius had often told him, that if mr. Tucker and his 
friends refuſed to agree with mr. Olmius, and join their intereſt to his, it would 


be the total ruin of mr. Tucker aud his brother, and the overthrow of the charter. 
John Olmius, eſq; being again examined, and not recollecting ſeveral things 


which had been mentioned by mr. Pomeroy, mr. Pomeroy was called in, and he 


repeated the ſame evidence which he had before given, and the minutes taken by 
the clerk, of that evidence, were alſo read in the preſence of mr. Olmius, who 
then recollecting himſelf, confirmed the ſame, and further ſaid, that he did com- 
municate to fir Robert Walpole his intention to ſend a meſſage to mr. Tucker ; 
that he told him he had got mr. Pomeroy, who was a relation of mr. Tucker's, 
to go down to uſe his intereſt with him; that fir Robert ſaid, by all means do; 
that he told ſir Robert Walpole, that if mr. Tucker came to town in conſequence 
thereof, his (fir Robert's) aſſiſtance would be neceſſary for the replacing of mr. 
Tucker's friends, that fir Robert Walpole ſaid, it was a very good thought that 
he would do every thing that lay in his power to ſerve him and his friends, and 
that this was the ſubſtance of what paſſed between them. 

The rev. mr. John Morgan being examined, and not readily recollecting ſome 
circumitances mentioned by mr. Pomeroy, he was ordered to attend the commit- 
tee, with mr. Pomeroy, who then repeating what he (Pomcroy) formerly ſaid on 
his examination, mr. Morgan did then agree, that the prineipal part of what he, 
Pomeroy, aſſerted to have paſſed between them, was true. 

And further and particularly ſaid, that fir Robert Walpole did write a letter in 
his preſence to one of the commiſſioners of the navy, for leave for Pomeroy to be 


| abſent, which letter, he, Morgan, carried to fir Jacob Acworth, 


To ſuch notorious attacks as theſe upon the freedom of elections, your com- 
mittee apprehend are owing the great and poſſibly unwarrantable expences that 
particular perſons may have been drove to engage in; ſome expences the laws 
allow, by regulating the manner of them, and thoſe who engage in illicit expenc- 
es, are ſubject to heavy penal laws; but there are none particularly adapted to 


the caſe of a miniſter, who clandeſtinely employs the money of the publick, and 


the whole power and profitable employments that attend the collecting and diſpo- 
ling of it, againſt the people, and by his profuſion and criminal diſtribution of 
offices, in ſome meaſure juſtifies the expence that particular perſons are obliged to 
be at; by making it neceſſary to the preſervation of all that's valuable to a free 
nation: For in that caſe the conteſt is plain and viſible ; it is, whether the com- 
mons ſhall retain the third ſtate in their own hands, whilft this whole diſpute is 
carried on at the expence of the people, and on the fide of the miniſter, out of 
the money granted, to ſupport and ſecure the conſtitutional independency of the 
three branches of the legiſlature. 

'This method of corruption 1s as ſure, and therefore your committee apprehends 
as criminal a way of ſubverting the conſtitution as by an armed force; it is a 
crime productive of a total deſtruction of the very * of this government, and 
is ſo high and unnatural, that nothing but the powers of parliament can reach it, 
and as it can never meet with parliamentary animadverſion but when it is unſuc- 
ceſsful, it muſt ſeek for its ſecurity in the extent and efficacy of the miſchief it pro- 
duces; and therefore your committee apprehend it is the more neceſſary for your 
conſideration, while its wants of ſucceſs yet leaves an opportunity to preſerve and 
maintaim your independency for the future. 

Your committee now proceed to lay before you the conduct of the earl of Or- 
ford, with relation to the quantity and the manner of iſſuing and receiving that 
part of the publick money granted for the ſupport of the civil government, which 
has been employed in what is commonly called ſecret ſervices. 


Your 
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. Your committee having been informed, that this money had been iſſued unde) 
three different denominations called for an account hereunto annexed, (No. 10.7 
of all the ſums iſfued for ſecret ſervice, or for his majeſty's immediate or ſpecial 
ſervice, (the money iſſued to his majeſty's privy —_—_ excepted) or to re-imburſe 
expences, during the laſt ten years, in which Robert earl of Orford was firſt com- 
miſſioner of the treaſury, &c. and this account having been laid before them from 
the auditor of the exchequer's office, there appeared to be iſſued under theſe 3 
heads, only including the annual ſum of 30001 paid to each of the ſecretaries of 
fate for ſecret ſervice, the ſum of 1,453,4001 6s 3d. 

The iſſuing ſuch an immenſe part of the money given for the ſupport of the 
civill government, to theſe particular uſes, during a time of profound tranquillity, 
ell the late rupture with Spain, greatly alarmed your committee, and put them 
upon examining what ſums had been iſſued for the ſame ſervice in a former period 
of the like number of years; and your committee beg leave to repreſent to you 
that exorbitant as the | may ſeem, they would have ſupprefſed this part of 
their report, if by the compariſon they had entered upon, they could any ways 
have reconciled their ſilence upon this head, to their duty to this houſe and the 
nation; and your committee hope, that the period they have pitched upon will 
evince the truth of this intention, as it comprehends a general and moſt expenſive 
war abroad, a demiſe of the crown, the happy eftabliſhment of the preſent royal 
family upon the throne, and an open and dangerous rebellion at home ; in ſhort, 
every event that can happen to juſtify extraordinary expences in carrying on the 
buſineſs of government; and it is not eaſy to expreſs the ſurprize of your com- 
mittee, when they found by an account which is annexed, (no. 11.) that from 
the firſt of Auguſt 1707, to the firſt of Auguſt 1717, there was ifſued under the 
aforeſaid heads, no more than the ſum of 337,9601 48 5d 3. 

Your comm. ttec obſerving that the follicitors of the treaſury for the time being 
are the only Pe- ſons to whom any of thoſe fums have been iſſued that are account- 
able for the ſame ; and there having been iſſued to mr. Paxton, the preſent ſolli- 
citor, 68,8001 in the laſt ten years, in which the earl of Orford was firſt com- 
miſſioner of the treaſury ; and the ſum of 58,5161 2s 10d to mr. borret and 
mr. Catchrode, ſucceſſively ſollicitors, between the firſt of Auguſt, 1707, and 
the firſt of 45 1717; theſe ſums ſubſtracted from their reſpective totals, the 
remainders will be 1, 384, 60 1 6s 3 d iſſued for ſecret ſervices during the laſt 
ten years; and 279,4441 15 7d & iſſued for the like ſervices from the year 
x707, to the year 1717, by which it appears, that the ſum expended on theſe 
fervices during the laſt ten years, amounts to near five times as much as what was 
expended for the {ame ſervices in the ten years ending the firſt of Auguſt 1717. 
And your committee cannot ſee that any exigency of affairs, any diminution of 
the national debt, or acceſſion of wealth to the nation, has happened to juftify 
fach profuſion. 

And tho' your committee very well apprehended that no form of government 
can fubfaſt, without a power of employing publick money, for ſervices which are 
from their nature ſecret, and ought always to remain ſo. Yet when ſuch exor- 
bitant ſums are iſſued for thoſe ſervices, as by paſſing through the hands of a mi- 
aiſter may become dangerous to the liberties of the people, your committee 
thought themſelves indiſpenſably obliged to lay it before you, in all the lights 
which the very imperfect evidence they have been able to procure, can throw 
apon this nice and dangerous branch of ſervice. 


Your committee now proceed to lay before you the proofs that the money iſſu- 


ed under the three heads of ſecret ſervice, of ſpecial ſerviee, and to re-imburſe 
E.xpences, were underſtood to mean one and the ſame thing. ot 
Chriſtopher Tilſon, Efq; a clerk of the treaſury, and who came into that Yn 
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fice in the year 1684, ſaid on his examination, that he looked on all theſe Mo- 
nies to be of the ſame nature, that they are all without account, except as to 
what relates to the ſollicitor of the treaſury, nor is there any entry in the treaſury 
of the application of any of theſe ſums of money. 

John Sheppard, a deputy-meſſenger of the treaſury, who has received many 
large ſums under each of theſe three heads, being examined, ſaid, That the 

warrants upon which he received the money at the exchequer, under any of theſe 
three heads, whether in his own name, or in the names of other perſons, were 
all without account; and that he made no diſtinction, whether the orders were 
for ſpecial or ſecret ſervice, or to re-imburſe expences. , - | 

But your committee obſerve, that all the money iſſued under the head of ſe- 
cret ſervice is iſſued in the name of John Scrope, eſq; ſecretary of the treaſury ; 
but the orders for the ſums, which were iſſued under the head of ſpecial ſervice, 
or to re-imburſe expences, are payable to mr. Lowther, mr. Richards, and mr. 

Sheppard, meſſengers of the exchequer, and to a variety of other names, for 
which ſums no receipts ſeem to have been given; but none of thoſe to whoſe 
names theſe orders are payable, under either of theſe three heads, appear to 
have any intereſt in the ſums thus iſſued. 

And your committee have the greateſt reaſon to believe, that many of the or- 
ders for this money were iſſued unknown to the perſons to whom they were made 
payable ; for mr. Geo. Campbell, banker in the Strand, did on his examination 
before the committee declare, That he was deſired by the earl of Ilay to go to 
the treaſury, and take up an order, which he would find there iſſued in his own 
name, and carry it to the earl of Orford ; that he accordingly went to the trea- 
ſury, where he received from one of the clerks an order for the ſum of 22311 4s 
6d for ſpecial ſervice ; that he carried this order to the earl of Orford, and in- 
dorſed it, and then the ſaid earl defired the examinant to leave it for him at the 
treaſury ; that he accordingly did leave it at the treaſury with mr. Chriſ. Lowe, 
one of the clerks ; that being at the treaſury about ſome other affairs in Feb. laſt, 
he accidentally ſaw an order that was made out in his name for a ſum of money, 
which he believes had been ſigned two or three days before; but that he had no 
notice from the earl of Ilay, or any other perſon, that ſuch an order would be 
made out in his name. 

And mr. Abr. Farley being examined, in relation to an order in his name for 
12001 ſaid, that about Jan. 1736, mr. Lawton told him there was an order made 
out in his name, and bid him go and receive it ; that he did receive it, but not 
for his uſe, for he paid it over immediately to mr. Lawton'; and that he did not 
know what Lawton did with it, nor did he, Farley, know that any ſach order 
was made out, till mr. Lawton told him of it, and ſent him to receive it. 

And mr. Edw. Bryant, formerly under doorkeeper to the treaſury, and now 
meſſenger, being examined before the committee in relation to two orders, one 
for 396116s 8 d, and the other for 2700 1 which were iflued in his name, ſaid, 
* That mr. Tilſon called him to indorſe thoſe orders, which he accordingly did, 
and then gave them to mr. Tilſon; and that this is all that he knew about it, for 
he never did receive the money for theſe, or for any other orders at the exche- 
quer, nor does he know who did.“ 

And your committee alſo obſerve, that there have been a great number of o- 
ther orders, which do not appear to have been communicated to the perſons 
whoſe names were made uſe of therein, (if any ſuch perſons there were) altho* 
their names were indorſed oe the back of the feſpective orders, as having receiv- 
ed the amount of the ſums therein ſpecified, for a liſt of perſons in whoſe names 
money was iſſued during the term of the enquiry laying before the committee; 
many of theſe names were read over, a liſt of which is annexed, no, 1 * wh 
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Tilſon, mr. Fane, and mr. Sheppard, and they all declared they knew no ſuch 
- perſons, tho* mr. Sheppard in particular had receiv'd money on many of. thoſe 
orders ; and faid, he has wondered he never ſaw the perſons who indorſed for 
large ſums ; and tho' neither mr. Tilſon, mr. Fane, nor mr. Sheppard knew 
who theſe orders were indorſed by, yet mr. Fane ſaid, that ſuch orders, where 
the perſons were not known, have been ſometimes taken away by the earl of Or- 
ford, and other lords of the treaſury, to be indorſed, and that they have been 
often ſent away to be indorſed ; and when they were thus ſent, it was generally 
to the earl of Orford. | 
In the next place your committee lay before you, that tho' they have the 
greateſt reaſon to believe, that the whole ſum of 1,384,6001 6 s 3 d (excepting 
the annual allowance to the ſecretaries of ſtate for ſecret ſervice) was under the 
ſole direction and diſpoſition of the earl of Orford ; yet, in order to proceed with 
the utmoſt care and caution, they think it becomes them to diſtinguiſh to the 
houſe, thoſe ſums which they can trace into the hands of particular perſons, from 
thoſe which were evidently lodged with the ſaid ear], or with mr. Scrope; ſecre- 
tary to the treaſury, and which your committee have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to be- 
lieve, from collateral proofs, (having not been able to obtain the direct, ones) 
were delivered over by mr. Scrope to the ſaid earl. | 
And they begin with mr. Lowther, to whom the ſum of 177,6101 11s 6 d 
has been iſſued within the term of the enquiry, which has been diſpoſed of by 
him from time to time, purſuant to minutes of the treaſury, and he has paid in 
that interval no leſs a ſum than 50077 1 18 s to authors and printers of news- pa- 
pers, ſuch as Free-britons, Daily-courants, Per ſuaſives to candour and impartia- 
ty, Corn-cutters journals, Gazetteers, and other political papers, as appears by 
the appendix, no. 13. And your committe leave it to the judgment of the 
houſe, whether this icular ſum was leſs under the direction of the earl of 
Orford, than if it had paſs'd thro* his own hands. - 
The next ſum to be ranged under this head, is a ſum of 30,1191. 48. which 
has been paid to mr. Middleton, banker in the Strand, on the earl of Ilay's Ac- 
count, being 27,7691. 4s. iſſued in his own name, and 23501. paid bim by 
Shippard ; mr. Middleton, being examined, ſaid, that all the ſums ifſued in his 
own name, and what was paid him by Sheppard, were received by him on the 
earl of Ilay's account, out of which about '15001. was paid for fees; that the 
earl of Ilay has kept caſh with him for ſeveral Years, ard that he keeps no account 
of theſe ſums of money, diſtinct from his general caſh- account with the earl of I- 
lay ; and that theſe ſums were drawn out of his hands in the ſame manner with 
the reſt of the earl of Ilay's private money ; that perhaps 5 or 60001. per ann. 
of lord Ilay's money may have paſſed thro' this examinant's hands; that this exa- 
minant cannot charge his memory, that any large ſums were drawn out at any 
time, except for purchaſes, and buying of India bonds ; nor has this examinant 
remitted any money into Scotland for lord Ilay, nor does he remember that lord 
Nay has drawn on him from Scotland for more than one ſum, which was about 
400 l. payable to a merchant ; nor did any perſons come to him for money, ac- 
cording to the beſt of his memory, but ſervants and tradeſmen. | 
In the next place, your committee lay before you an account of a ſum iſſued 
for his majeſty's ſervice, which tho? in it ſelf not conſiderable enough to deſerve 
the attention of the houſe, yet it is accompanied with ſuch circumſtances as make 
it their indiſpenſable duty to take particular notice of it. . 
For mr. John Lever, hioh-bailif of the city of Weſtminſter, having incured 
the diſpleaſure of this houte by acting at the general election, in an illegal and 
arbitrary manner, in prejudice of the rights and liberties of the electors of the 


ſaid city, and in manifeſt violation of the freedom ci electors, and being * oF 
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do him, but that he never did receive money at the Exchequer himſelf, Shep- 
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ſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, for the faid offence ; your com- 
mittee find that 1 5001. iſſued under the head of money to reimburſe expences 
for his majeſty's ſervice, was, 1. his being in cuſtody, applied to the uſe of 
the ſaid Lever; for John Sheppard ſaid, that mr. Scrope ſent for him, and pulled 
out of his pocket an order for 15001, which was in his, Sheppard's name, 
and told him he muſt carry it to fir Charles Wager, and indorſe it, and leave it 
with fir Charles; that he went accordingly to fir Charles, took the order of him 

again, paſs'd it as uſual, and received the money, and delivered the 1500 I. net 


a 
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money into fir Charles's own hands. And Francis Gaſhry, eſq; à member f 


this houſe being examined, ſaid, that fir Charles Wager told him, that be was in 
expectation of getting ſome money for mr. Lever the high-bailiff of Weſtminſter, 
and when he 0 one day returned from the navy- board, fir. Charles told 
him, that in his abſence 15001. had been brought him by one of the treaſury, 
and ſir Charles deſired him to take the money and pay it to mr. Lever, and that 
he received the 15001. from fir Charles, the 2d of January laſt, and has ſince 
paid it to the uſe of the ſaid Lever, as will more fully appear by his examination 
here unto annexed, (no. 14.) | 

Beſides theſe ſums, there are two other ſums of 428 I. 12 8. and 21101. 138. 
to be added to this account, iſſued to mr. Leheup, which he ſaid were to anſwer 
bills drawn from abroad: theſe ſums already mentioned, together with. the mo- 
ney iſſued to the ſecretaries of ſtate for ſecret ſervice, are all the money which 
your committee has been able to trace into the hands of particular perſons, and 
amount in the whole to the ſum of 271,769 1. 6 d. and this being taken from the 
ſum of 1,384,600 1. 6 s. 3 d. the whole iſſued under the three heads for ſecret ſer- 
vice, there remains the ſum of 1,112,831 1. 5 s. 6 d. which ſum your committee 
conceive they have traced more immediately into the hands of the earl of Orford, 
or mr. Scrope, and do now proceed to lay the proofs thereof before you, as alſo 
the circumſtances which induced them to believe, that whatever ſums were paid 
into the hands of mr. Scrope, where by him paid over to the earl of Orford. 

They firſt obſerve that this laſt ſum of 1,112,8311. 5 s. 9 d. hath either been 
iſſued under the head of ſecret ſervice in the name of mr. Scrope, or under the 
heads of ſpecial ſervice and to reimburſe expences in the names of Richards, 
Sheppard, and others, the greateſt part of which hath been received at the ex- 
chequer by Sheppard, or by his predeceſſor Richards. 

For John Sheppard being examined, ſaid, that he has received at the Exche- 
quer ſeveral ſums by orders made out in the name, and other ſums by orders made 
outin the names of perſons unknown to him, and that he has generally received 
the ſecret ſervice-money, which is in mr. Scrope's name; that the orders for theſe 
ſums were generally given or him by mr. Fane, to mr. Scrope, and ſometimes 
by mr. Tilſon, or an under clerk, but chiefly by mr. Fane, and that he uſually 
repaid the money when he had received it, to thoſe from whom he had received 
the order, unleſs they particularly directed him to pay it to other perſons, and 
that all his warrants were without account, and he made no diſtinction whether 
the orders were in his own name or mr. Scrope's, or in unknown names, nor whe- 
ther for ſpecial or ſecret ſervice, or to reimburſe expences , that he has ſometimes 
paid money which he has thus received, to the earl of Orford, and this has ſome- 
times been the ſecret ſervice-money which is in mr. Scrope's name, amount- 
ing to 5, 6, 7, or 8000 1. at a time; that he has paid him likewiſe mon 
that was iſſued in his (Sheppard's) name, but but that he has not made che 
8 often, and that what he had been employ d in had been formerly done 
by mr. Richards, but when he died it was put on him (Sheppard.) 

Mr. Tilſon being examined, ſaid, that he has had ſecret ſervice - money brought 
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- Tilfon, mr. Fane, and mr. Sheppard, and they all detlated they knew no ſuch 


- perſons, tho* mr. Sheppard in particular had receiv'd money on many of. thoſe 


orders; and ſaid, he has wondered he never ſaw the perſons who indorſed for 
large ſums ; and tho' neither mr. Tilſon, mr. Fane, nor mr. Sheppard knew 
who theſe orders were indorſed by, yet mr. Fane ſaid, that ſuch orders, where 
the perſons were not known, have been ſometimes taken away by the earl of Or- 
ford, and other lords of the treaſury, to be indorſed, and that they have been 
often ſent away to be indorſed ; and when they were thus ſent, it was generally 
to the earl of Orford. | 
In the next place your committee lay before you, that tho' they have the 
greateſt reaſon to believe, that the whole ſum of 1,384,6001 6s 3 d (excepting 
the annual allowance to the ſecretaries of ſtate for ſecret ſervice) was under the 
ſole direction and diſpoſition of the earl of Orford ; yet, in order to proceed with 
the utmoſt care and caution, they think it becomes them to diſtinguiſh to the 
houſe, thoſe ſums which they can trace into the hands of particular perſons, from 
thoſe which were evidently lodged with the ſaid ear], or with mr. Scrope; ſecre- 
tary to the treaſury, and which your committee have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to be- 
lieve, from collateral proofs, (having not been able to obtain the direct, ones) 


were delivered over by mr. Scrope to the ſaid earl. 


And they begin with mr. Lowther, to whom the ſum of 177,610111s 6 d 
has been iſſued within the term of the enquiry, which has been diſpoſed of by 
him from time to time, purſuant to minutes of the treaſury, and he has paid in 


that interval no leſs a ſum than 50077 1 18s to authors and printers of news- pa- 
; ſuch as Free-britons, Daily-courants, Perſuaftues to candour and impartia- || 


Corn-cutters journals, Gazetteers, and other political papers, as appears by 
the appendix, no. 13. And your committe leave it to the judgment of the 


houſe, whether this 22 ſum was leſs under the direction of the earl of 
pal. y 


Orford, than if it ha sd thro' his own hands. 
The next ſum to be ranged under this head, is a ſum of 30,1191. 48. which 
has been paid to mr. Middleton, banker in the Strand, on the earl of Ilay's Ac- 
count, being 27,7691. 4s. iſſued in his own name, and 23501. paid him by 
Shippard ; mr. Middleton, being examined, ſaid, that all the ſums iſſued in his 
own name, and what was paid him by Sheppard, were received by him on the 
earl of Ilay's account, out of which about '15001. was paid for fees; that the 
earl of Ilay has kept caſh with him for ſeveral Years, ard that he keeps no account 
of theſe ſums of money, diſtin from his general caſh- account with the earl of I- 
lay; and that theſe ſums were drawn out of his hands in the ſame manner with 
the reſt of the earl of Ilay's private money; that perhaps 5 or 60001. per ann. 
of lord Ilay's money may have paſſed thro' this examinant's hands; that this exa- 
minant cannot charge his memory, that any large ſums were drawn out at any 
time, except for purchaſes, and buying of India bonds; nor has this examinant 
remitted any money into Scotland for lord Ilay, nor does he remember that lord 
Nay has drawn on him from Scotland for more than one ſum, which was about 
400 l. payable to a merchant ; nor did any perſons come to him for money, ac- 
cording to the beſt of his memory, but ſervants and tradeſmen. | 
In the next place, your committee lay before you an account of a ſum iſſued 
for his majeſty's ſervice, which tho? in it ſelf not conſiderable enough to deſerve 
the attention of the houſe, yet it is accompanied with ſuch circumſtances as make 
it their indiſpenſable duty to take particular notice of it. 
For mr. John Lever, hioh-bailif of the city of Weſtminſter, having incured 
the diſpleaſure of this houte by acting at the general election, in an illegal and 
arbitrary manner, in prejudice of the rights and liberties of the electors of the 


laid city, and in manifeſt violation of the freedom of electors, and being 4” E: 
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ſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, for the faid offence ; your com- 
mittee find that 1 500 l. iſſued under the head of money to reimburſe expences 
for his majeſty's ſervice, was, during his being in cuſtody, applied to the uſe of 
the ſaid Lever ; for John Sheppard ſaid, that mr. Scrope ſent for him, and pulled 
out of his pocket an order for 15001, which was in his, Sheppard's name, 
and told him he muſt carry it to fir Charles Wager, and indorſe it, and leave it 
with fir Charles; that he went accordingly to fir Charles, took the order of him 
again, paſs'd it as uſual, and received the money, and delivered the 1500 1. net, 
money into fir Charles's own hands. And Francis Gaſhry, eſq; à member of 
this houſe being examined, ſaid, that fir Charles Wager told him, that he was in 
expectation of getting ſome money for mr. Lever the high-bailiff of Weſtminſter, 
and when he aſtry) one day returned from the navy-board, fir. Charles told 
him, that in his abſence 15001. had been brought him by one of the treaſury, 
and fir Charles defired him to take the money and pay it to mr. Lever, and that 
he received the 15001. from fir Charles, the 2d of January laſt, and has fince 
paid it to the uſe of the ſaid Lever, as will more fully appear by his examination 
here unto annexed, (no. 14.) | 

Beſides theſe ſums, there are two other ſums of 4281. 12s. and 21101. 138. 
to be added to this account, iſſued to mr. Leheup, which he ſaid were to anſwer 
bills drawn from abroad: theſe ſums already mentioned, together with the ma- 
ney iſſued to the ſecretaries of ſtate for ſecret ſervice, are all the money which 
your committee has been able to trace into the hands of particular perſons, and 
amount in the whole to the ſum of 271,769 l. 6 d. and this being taken from the 
ſum of 1,384,600 1. 6 s. 3 d. the whole iſſued under the three heads for ſecret ſer- 
vice, there remains the ſum of 1,112,831 1. 5 s. 6 d. which ſum your committee 
conceive they have traced more immediately into the hands of the earl of Orford, 
or mr. Scrope, and do now proceed to lay the proofs thereof before you, as alſo 
the circumſtances which induced them to believe, that whatever ſums were paid 
into the hands of mr. Scrope, where by him paid over to the earl of Orford. 

They firſt obſerve that this laſt ſum of 1,112,8311. 5 s. 9 d. hath either been 
iſſued under the head of ſecret ſervice in the name of mr. Scrope, or under the 
heads of ſpecial ſervice and to reimburſe expences in the names of Richards, 
Sheppard, and others, the greateſt part of which hath been received at the ex- 
chequer by Sheppard, or by his predeceſſor Richards. 

For John Sheppard being examined, ſaid, that he has received at the Exche - 
quer ſeveral ſums by orders made out in the name, and other ſums by orders made 
out in the names of perſons unknown to him, and that he has generally received 
the ſecret ſervice- money, which is in mr. Scrope's name; that the orders for theſe 
ſums were generally given or him by mr. Fane, to-mr. Scrope, and ſometimes 
by mr. Tilſon, or an under clerk, but chiefly by mr. Fane, and that he uſually 
repaid the money when he had received it, to thoſe from whom he had received 
the order, unleſs they particularly directed him to pay it to other perſons, and 
that all his warrants were without account, and he made no diſtinction whether 
the orders were in his own name or mr. Scrope's, or in unknown names, nor whe- 
ther for ſpecial or ſecret ſervice, or to reimburſe expences , that he has ſometimes 
paid money which he has thus received, to the earl of Orford, and this has ſome- 
times been the ſecret ſervice-money which is in mr. Scrope's name, amount- 
ing to 5, 6, 7, or 8000 1. at a time; that he has paid him likewiſe mon 
that was iſſued in his (Sheppard's) name, but but that he has not made che 
payments often, and that what he had been employ'd in had been formerly done 
by mr. Richards, but when he died it was put on him (Sheppard. ) 

Mr. Tilſon being examined, ſaid, that he has had ſecret ſervice- money brought 
to him, but that he never did receive = money at the Exchequer himſelf, Shep- 
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pard always brought it to him; that he has always delivered all moneys he has 
received, whether for ſecret ſervice, ſpecial ſervice, or to reimburſe expences, to 
mr. Fane, mr. Scrope, or the earl of Orford; that he has to be ſure paid very 
conſiderable ſums of ſecret ſervice - money to the earl of Orford, but has no way 
of aſcertaining by book what he has paid, the tranfition was ſo quick. 

Henry Fane, eſq; a clerk of the treaſury, ſaid, that he has received verbal 


orders from the earl ef Orford to prepare warrants for the king to ſign, and to 


bring him the ſaid earl, the money; that ſums of money for ſecret ſervice have 


been frequently put into his hands, which were ſometimes brought him by a meſ- 


ſenger, and that he delivered this money either to the earl of Orford himſelf, or 
to mr. Scrope, to carry it to the earl of Orford, and he believes all ſuch ſums 
came into the ſaid earl's hands, excpt ſome trifling ſums of 401 or 50 1 which he 
has paid to others ; that he has — many ſums to the ſaid earl, but kept no ac- 
eount, nor could he recollect the particular ſums he has thus paid; that what he 
thus received and paid, and what he has ated in theſe Affairs was by the ſaid 
earl of Orford's directions, either from himſelf, or fignified to him by mr. 
Scrope ; and he does not know that any other lord of the treaſury has ever gi- 
ven him directions for either receiving or paying any ſecret-ſervice-money. And 
he further ſaid, that the orders he has received to prepare warrants upon the 
three heads of ſecret ſervice, or to reimburſe expences for his majeſty's ſervice, 
have been either directly from lord Orford himſelf, or from other perſons who 
ſignified to him that theſe orders were from lord Orford. 


Your committee next obſerve, that the ſum iſſued in mr. Scrope's name for ſe- 
eret ſervice during the time of the enquiry, amounts to 815, 8 19 J. 5 s. 2 d. and 
there has been iflued in the name of Sheppard, within the ſame time, exclufive 
of what he paid to mr. Middleton and fir Charles Wager, the ſum of 78, 6331 
14s 2 d and in the name of Richards 45,5461 18s 6 d and out of 32 orders 


in various names, which the committee called for 26 of them, amounting to the 


ſum of 119,2111 8s 4d appear to have been received by Sheppard, for he ſaid 
he always ſigned them on the back as a witneſs, when they were not in his own 
name: Theſe ſums, thus iſſued in the name of mr. Scrope, Sheppard, Richards, 


and of other perſons received by Sheppard, amounted in the whole to 1,059,2111 


6s 2d and this ſum your committee think they have traced into the hands of the 
earl of Orford, or mr. Scope, who, mr. Fane believes, carried all he received to 
the ſaid earl: There is ſtill wanting to make up the ſum of 1,112,8311 5s 9d 
the ſum of 53,6191 19s 7d and this laſt ſum hath been iſſued by orders, fix of 
which amounting to 23,6501 were in names not known, and witneſſed by per- 
ſons belonging to the treaſury, tho' not by Sheppard, and the remainder were 
generally for ſuch ſmall ſums, that your committeee did not think it neceſſary to 
enter into a more minute examination about them. 
It further appears to your committee, that beſides the ſum of 1,453,4001 6s 
3 d already mentioned, there has been paid in the ten years preceding the 1oth 
of Feb. laſt, the ſum of 45,675 1 without account, to the ſecretary of the poſt- 
office for the time being, as by an account hereunto annexed, (no. 15) by virtue 
of a warrant from the treaſury, and this for a ſervice formerly inconſiderable. 
Your committee find by papers laid before them, that the firſt payment of this 
kind was in the Year 1718, and amounted to 4461 28s increaſed to 47001 the 
reſent annual allowance, and the preſent ſecretary, John David Barbutt, eſq; 
Leng examined as to this allowance, ſaid, the ſucceeding payments for ſome 
years were about 7;0l a year; from whence it has gradually riſen;that the greateſt 
part of he money is for the defraying the expence of a private office for the in- 


ſpecting foreign correſpondence, that he cannot ſay as to the arit —— 
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this office having been but three years and an half in the poſt-office ; but he ap- 

rehends there was always an office of this kind, and that it was defrayed former- 
ly by the ſecretaries of ſtate. The eſtabliſhment in this office ſeemed ſo extraor- 
nary to your committee that they have added the particulars, as contained in the 
examination of mr. Barbutt, hereunto annex'd (no. 16.) Vour committee cannot 
but obſerve that this method of giving warrants for money without account of the 
offices, where any part of the civil li revenue is received, is highly irregular, as 
it tends to difpuiſe the ſums iſſued for ſecret ſervice, and may conceal the amount 
of the revenue itſelf ; for if the ſums paid by ſuch warrants are deducted from 


as the receipt of the revenue, before it is accounted for, and the ballance only paid 
e into the exchequer, the revenue muſt appear to be leſs by ſo much as the deducti- 
C- ons amount to. 

le Your committee now proceed to lay before you the laſt tranſaction of the earl 


of Orford as firſt commiſſioner of the treafury, by which it will appear, that be- 
fides the vaſt ſums they have already mentioned, he not only exhauſted the re- 
mains of publick treaſure, which his former profuſion had left in the Exchequer, 
but even preſumed to anticipate the revenues of his majeſty's civil liſt for a conſi- 
derable ſum, and by altering the regular courſe of the exchequer payments, did 


e, avail himſelf of that anticipation, and got a large ſum of money into his own 
ho hands, diſguiſed under three different orders ; for, on the gth of Feb. laſt, which 
was but two days before he quitted his employments, orders were ſigned by him 
for the payment of 23,6411 7s 6d for ſecret ſervice, and to reimburſe expen- 
ſe- ces; beſides two other orders payable out of the civil liſt- revenues, which he 
nd ſigned on the ſame day for 50471 16 8 3 dz there being then other orders on the 
ve ſaid revenues ſtanding out and uncomplied with, for the Sum of 15681 9s 2 d 
31 amounting in the whole to the ſum of 30,2571 12s 11 d notwithſtanding that 
ers on that day there was but 14,2841 17s od in the Exchequer, applicable to 
the the uſes of his majeſty's civil government, as appeared to your committee by a 
aid ſtate laid before them of the caſh of the civil-liſt revenues on that day; and in 
wn order to ſhew the irregularities of which the ſaid earl was guilty in the courſe of 
ds, this affair, it is neceſſary to lay before the houſe an account of the irregular courſe 
11 of payment at the Exchequer. 
the John Sheppard being examined, ſaid, that the courſe of receiving money in 
to the Exchequer is thus ; © The king iſſues his ſign- manual for a certain ſum, which 
9d is counter-figned by the lords of the treaſury, and thereon the lords of the trea- 
of ſury direct a warrant ſigned by them to the auditor of the Exchequer, who, on 
er- the receipt of it, makes out an order ſignify ing, that order is taken that pay- 
ere ment ſhall be made: This order is ſent to the treaſury and ſigned by the lords, and 
to then one of the ſecretaries of the treaſury ſigns a letter to the auditor, directing 
the money to be iſſued when the before - mentioned ſign- manual, warrant, and 
68 order, are produced; that theſe inſtruments, together with the letter, are carried 
oth to the auditor, who directs the payment of the order to one of the tellers, and 
oſt⸗ then ſends it to the clerk of the pells, in order to its being recorded, but keeps 
rtue the ſign-· manual and the warrant till the next morning, which, upon applying to 
ble. him, he delivers them up to the perſon who is to receive the money, who carries 
this them to the clerk of the pells, where they are compared with the order, and 
the then the clerk of the pells writes upon the order, under the auditor's direction, 
elq; 8 ſuch a day; then the order being carried to the tellers, the money is 
ome paid. | | 


By this it appears, that according to the regular courſe of the Exchequer, there 
muſt be many ſteps thro' the different offices between the iſſuing of the warrant 
and the receipt of the money from the tellers, which were not obſerved in the 
Caſe of the ſum which the carl of Orford did, on the gth of Feb. get into his 
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own hands. For it appears that this ſum was received, in conſequence of two 
warrants iſſued in the name of mr. Scrope, for ſecret ſervice ; one for 8442 1 and 
the other for 5969 1 and one other warrant iſſued in the name of Shepppard, for 
ſpecial ſervice, for 30501 and was paid to the earl of Orford on the very day 
the warrants were ſigned by him the ſaid earl. This was effected by depoſiting 
the orders with the bank-officer, at the Excequer, before they were properly di- 
rected by the auditor ; for mr. Matthew Collet, the principal bank-clerk, who 
attends at the Exchequer, being examined, ſaid, * That he paid the money for 
thoſe orders to mr. Fane, on Tueſday the gth of Feb. laſt ; that the orders were 
not directed by the audit till the 11th of Feb. following, and he did not receive 
the ſums for thoſe orders at the Exchequer, till the 17th. And mr. Fane being 
examined, ſaid, that he received, on the gth of Feb. laſt, the three ſums of 
84421 of 5969! and 30501 as ſecretſervice-money ; that it was from the Bank- 
officer that he received this money, and left the orders with him; and that the 
ſame day, between the hours of 11 and 1, he paid them altogether in one pay- 


ment to the earl of Orford, in his cloſet, at his houſe in Downing-ftreet ; that 


he took his directions from the ſaid earl, to prepare the warrants for theſe three 
ſums, and was at the ſame time ordered to bring the money to him. And being 
again further examined, ſaid, that on the 'Thurſday preceding the earl of Orford's 
reſignation of his employment, being the 4th of Feb. mr. Scrope ordered mr. 
Fane to draw a warrant for a penſion of 40001 per ann. to Lord Orford, during 
the joint lives of the king and of the carl, which he accordingly did, and gave 
it to mr. Scrope, who returned it him on the next day, and ſaid, the earl of Or- 
ford had peruſed it, and approved of it, with ſome immaterial alterations; and 


when it was wrote over fair, mr. Scrope took it again, and as mr. Fane believes, 


left it with the earl of Orford.” | 
It appears to your committee, that one of the other orders ſigned by the ſaid 


carl, on the gth of Feb. was for 20001 payable to major Forth, under the head 


of reimburſing expences for his majeſty's ſervice. 
And major Forth being examined, {aid, © That he advanced a ſum of money 


to the duke of Bolton, for which he was to receive 7000] at 1000! each half 


year, and that the duke drew a bill directed to fir Robert Walpole, which run 
thus, © I defire you will Pay to major Forth 10001 or his order, every half year, 
for three years and a half, 

16th of May, 1738.* That fir Robert Walpole verbally accepted this bill, but 
would not endorſe it; that he has received 5oool at five different payments 
from fir Robert Walpole's own hands, in Bank-notes ; and that lord Orford told 
him, about the gth of Feb. laſt, that a warrant was figned for the 20001 un- 
aid, which was the firſt order that had paſſed thro? the treaſury.” 

- Your committee being farther defirous to inform themſelves in what manner the 
vi# ſums iſſued for ſecret ſervice were accounted for to his majeſty, ſent for mr. 
TFilſon, who being examined, ſaid, That when his majeſty ſigned a ſign- manual 
for the paying of any ſums of money to mr. Scrope for ſecret ſervice, he alſo 
ſigned at the ſame time a receipt to mr. Scrope for the fame ſum, but that there 
was always a blank left for the date, and the dates are at the ſame time put in at 
the treaſury, to the warrant, the order, the fign-manual, and the king's receipt ; 
and this is uſually done by the entering-clerk, who wrote the fign-manual, that it 
may all appear in the fame hand; that the date of the receipt is always made the 
ſame as the date of the order: And he produced to your committee a paper, the 
copy whereof is here inſerted, and is as follows; 


George R. = 
« We acknowledge to have received of our truſty and. well-beloved John 


Scro e, elq; the ſum of 59691 being the ſame ſum, which, in purſuance of 4 
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erder bearing date this day, was ifſued to him at the receipt of our exchequer, 
for our ſecret ſervice ; given at our court of St. James's, the gth day of Februa- 
ry, 1741, in the 15th year of our reign. Examined, Orford. SG. RN. 
And your committee being informed that the paper delivered by mr. Tilſon 
was the hand- writing of mr. Thomas Wilkin, ſent for him, and he being exa- 
mined, ſaid, that the ſaid paper was his hand-writing, and was by him copied 
from a paper delivered to him by mr. Tilſon, and which he believed was an 0- 
riginal ; that he has never ſeen the zung write, but he has ſeen many ſign- manuals, 
and he thinks there was the ſame hand to that paper; that he has never ſeen the 
earl of Orford write, but what was to the paper he copied, was like what he 
had ſeen for the earl of Orford's hand; that he believes the copy he made was 
not examined, but he copied it exactly, word for word, and took the ſums and 
dates exactly, and believes it was a true copy. | 
Your committee cannot but obſerve, that this receipt is for one of thoſe very 
ſams which mr. Fane received by anticipation of the Bank officer, the gth of 
Feb. and which was not really iſſued at the receipt of the Exchequer, till the 17th 
of Feb. and never went into the hands of mr. Scrope, but was immediately car- 
ried to lord Orford. | : 
Your committee was at a loſs to know what was meant by thoſe words, Exa- 
mined, Orford, it being impoſſible to mean the witneſſing to his majeſty's receipt 
of it from mr. Scrope on that day, for mr. Scrope. never had the money, and 
therefore could not pay it into his majeſty's hands, as that would imply ; nor 
have your committee been able to inform themſelves whether or no this is con- 
formable to any antient and regular way of diſcharging, perſons for the receipt- 
of ſuch ſums, or a modern invention. 

And in order to clear up this, and other matters of far greater importance, 
your committee applied to the houſe for leave to examine John Scrope, eſq; in 


conſequence whereof he did attend on the 4th of June inſtant, when he did 
Wacquaint the committee; that he had read the oath, and found it to be a ſtrong. 
one, and defired the opinion of the committee how he was to behave ; that 1 


they intended to examine him about the ſecret ſervice money, he doubted he 
could not anſwer without having his majeſty's leave, and he ſaid he was tender 
of doing any thing which might leave a ſtain on his character, tho' he believes 


he can give no information to the committee more than what they have already 


got, and then he withdrew; then mr. Scrope was again called in, and the chair- 
man informed him, that the committee had conſidered of what he had ſaid, and 

he was directed to acquaint him, that they did not think themſelves to be in a ſi- 

tuation to direct or adviſe in the affair; but the committee defired to know whe- 
ther he would ſubmit to take the oath or not; to which mr. Scrope anſwered, I 

hope you will give me time to conſider of it, as being a matter of great conſe- 

quence, and then he withdrew ; upon which the committee appointed him to 

attend on the 14th of this inſtant June, on which day he did accordingly attend; 

and your committee being informed that he deſired to ſpeak with the chairman 

and the committee, he was called in, and aſked what he had to lay. 

Whereupon mr. Scrope ſaid, that he was extremely ſorry that he ſhould giye 
the committee ſo much trouble ; for he did aflure them that the refuſal was not 
premeditated ; for he came the other day reſolved to take an oath, tho? he had 
then doubts if he ſhould anſwer, in what related to ſecret ſervice money, and 
thought he might have made his objections, when he was examined, to it, and 
accordingly began to take the oath, but when he came to the general words, he 
found chem to be ſo ſtrong and general, that he doubted if he ſhould not be guilty 
of perjury if he ſhould take the oath, and not anſwer, | | 

hat he had improved the time the committee had been ſo kind to give him, 


and 
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and had conſulted the ableſt lawyers and divines, and they have made his ſcruple® 
ſtronger ; and that he did not do it to obſtruct the inquiry, but could not, as an 
honeſt man, and with a ſafe conſcience, take the oath ; that he had laid his caſe 
before the king, and was authorized to ſay, That the diſpoſal of money iſſued 
for ſecret ſervice, by the nature of it, requires the utmoſt ſecreſy, and is accoun- 
ted for to his majeſty only; and therefore his majeſty could not permit him to diſ- 
cloſe any thing on chat ſubject.“ 3 

That he had well conſidered with himſelf, and conſulted other perſons, and 
thinks he ſhould be criminal if he took a general oath, when there were particu- 
lar queſtions which he did not intend to anſwer ; that he hoped he ſhould not in- 
cur the diſpleaſure of the committee, for if the oath was confined, he was ready 
to be examined. 

Which behaviour of mr. Scrope, greatly ſurpriz'd your committee, confider- 
ing the information they had received from the many papers relating to the ſecret 
ſervice, which had been laid before them, and from the examinations of the 
meſſengers and the moſt knowing and active clerks in the office where he is ſecre- - 


31 Scrope having thus refuſed to anſwer to this material part of this enquiry, 
your committee beg leave to obſerve, that thoſe ſums which are ſpecified to be for 
ſecret ſervice, and which have always been iſſued in mr. Scrope's name, are the 
only money for which his majeſty gives a receipt, and may therefore be all that 
the crown conceives to be iſſued without account; for the ſpecious titles of ſpe- 


ſome account; and what is ifſued to the Sollicitor of the treaſury under the head 
of reimburſing expences, is actually accounted for, ſo that his majeſty may poſ- 
fibly be led to believe, that the money iſſued under theſe heads, is accounted for, 
as he gives no receipt for the ſame. | 

And thus it may happen, that by the artifice of a miniſter ſuch ſums of money 
may be ifſued under the heads of ſpecial ſervices, and to reimburſe expences, as 
may endanger the publick liberty, whilſt the crown may be ignorant of the ſame z 
and by attending only to what is ſpecified to be for ſecret ſervice, may believe that 
ſervice is kept within reaſonable bounds. 

Theſe are the moſt remarkable particulars that your committee think proper 
to lay before you relating to the head of ſecret ſervice, which, if it be conſi- 
dered either by compariſon, or by its conſequence, either by the ſum, or the 
manner of its iſſue and receipt, are equally exorbitant, dangerous, and deſtruc- 
tive. FER, 

If it be confidered by the groſs compariſon, then it ſtands as above, as 1,384, 
Gool. 6 s. 3d. to N 1s. 7d. If by deſcending into particulars then, 
it will appear that the two remakable years 1733 and 1734, amount to 312,1281 
19 s. and 7 d. being conſiderably more than the total of the whole ten years, from 
1707, tO 1717. 5 | 

And what is moſt aftoniſhing,the demands for ſecret ſervices in the fix weeks im- 
mediately preceding the refignation of the earl orOrford, amount to more than the 
whole expence upon that head in the years ending Auguſt 1710 ; and the draughts 
upon the Exchequer for that uſe, in one day only, being the gth day of Februa- 
ry laſt, (the laſt indeed he fat at the treaſury) amount to a greater ſum than was 
Hiued for that ſervice in any one of the forementioned three years fo gloriouſly 
diſtinguiſhed by repeated victories. 

And if the conſequence of this profuſion be conſidered, what can they be but 
the alteration of a Government which ſo lately was ſupported in that branch, for 
one fifth part of the expence, upon the medium of the ten years. Your com- 
mittee have informed you how the power, the influence, the offices of the Go- 
vernment 
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vernment have been employed by him, towards violating the freedom of 
: elections; and th = that they have juſt grounds to ſuſpect, that part 
1 of theſe immenſe 2 ve been expended for the ſame moſt pernicious purpo- 
e ſes; and the rather, when they conſider from what queſtion the obſtinate ſilence 
1 of Paxton took its riſe; as alſo what ſums have been given towards defraying 
- the expences of the new charter at Radnor, and to carry on the proſecutions at 
- Clocheſter; as alſo the ſtrong probability of the ſame practiſe being carried on 
with reſpect to the borough of Orford ; beſides, the remarkable ſam to Lever, 
d as a reward to a moſt unjuſt returning officer, cenſured by, and actually under the 
- puniſhment of parliament, as a violater of the liberties of his country. 
1- Nor are the apprehenfions of your committee at all leſſened, when they conſi- 
y der the manner of iſſuing, and receiving theſe great ſums ; for here they find the 
regular courſe and order from the exchequer was on the ninth of Feb. laſt over- 
r- turned by pawning the orders to a bank- man for immediate payment, by which 
et means the earl of Orford got 17,461 1 into his own hands, one of the laſt days he 


ne remained in the treaſury, which was diſguiſed in three warrants, and was much 

e- more than there actually was in the exchequer applicable to the uſes of the civil 
vernment. | 

Y, They alſo find the ſums iſſued under the two heads of ſpecial ſervices, and to 

or reimburſe expences for his majeſty's ſervice, tho* they ſeem to imply open and de- 

he terminate uſes, yet they are iſſued without receipt from his majeſty, as well as 

lat without account, except what relates to the ſollicitors of the treaſury, ſo that it 


)e- is poſſible that the ſums under theſe two heads, amounting to 508,7811 18 1d 
ly may be iſſued and employed for uſes, which the crown itſelf may look upon as 
ad no ways making part of the article of ſecret ſervice ; and if a profuſe and deſign- 
oſ- ing miniſter ſnould by theſe means get a power of ſquandering ſuch vaſt ſums of 
or, ſecret ſervice upon his own arbitary deſigns, while the crown may be miſled to 
imagine, that this branch of the government is carried on at a moderate and ju- 
Wfifiable expence ; your committee apprehend, that the king may be impoveriſh- 
ed, the civil liſt exhauſted, the juſt debts unpaid, and the people, in conſequence, 
oaded with new burdens, to replace that profuſion which may be ſo dangerous to 
their liberties. 
Your committee having now laid before you the conduct of the earl of Orford, 
ich relation to the payment of the troops, the freedom of your elections; and 
Wthe quantity, as well as manner and conſequence of ifſuing and receiving the 
publick money, ſuppoſed to be employed for the ſecret ſervices of the ſtate, not- 
ithſtanding the obſtructions they have met with, either for want of power to 
ompel, or indemnify the unwilling witneſs or accomplice, and from their ina- 
bility to protect and ſupport thoſe, who might have been more ready to do their 
duty to the publick. 5 


281 Your committee are now proceeding in the examination of the copies of the 
rom papers, and letters, and extracts of letters, relating to the convention, referred 
o them by the houſe, which they will report with all poſſible diſpatch. 

im- 
the 
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Was 
ouſly No. I. | 

Navy-Of. 15 Ap. 1740. An account of bills drawn from Jamaica for the ſervice 
but of his majeſty's fleet, and at what rates of exchange the ſaid bills were drawn. 
h,for | R. Geo. Hinde nayal officer at Jam. drew 111 bills from the | 
com- 26th of OR. 1739 to the 27th of Nov. 1740 at the rate of 
Go- 140 Jam, exchange for 100 | ſterl, amounting to the ſum of 27508 9 10 
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By Rob. Kerby from Apr. 1741 to 19 OR. at 135 exch. 3 bills 400 0 0 
| 000 © 


140 7 7 
R. Haddock, Ja. Acworth, J. Fawler, * Philipſon, Tho. Pearſe. 
No 


Apt. Alexander Wilſon being examined in the moſt ſolemn manner, this 2 1ſt 
C ay of April 1742, ſaid, that he was an _ to lord Cathcart when he 
was 8 for his expedition to the Weſt- Indies ; that in or about May or 
June, 1740, lord Cathcart received from mr. Pelham a rough draught of inſtructi- 
ons, which mr. Pelham propoſed to give to his deputy paymaſter that was to at- 
tend the troops under lord Cathcart; that this examinate peruſed the ſaid 
draught, together with lord Cathcart, that it contained directions to the deputy, 
to pay the troops at Jamaica at ſuch a rate of exchange as ſhould appear to lord 
Cathcart, and the ſuperior officers, to be moſt advantageous to them; that this 
rate of exchange ſhould be conſtant and invariable, and that the ſaid deputy 
ſhould keep an account current of what he thus paid; and if any advantage ac- 
crued from the currency ſettled, the publick were to be entitled to it ; but if there 
was any loſs, the publick were to make it good; and it was alſo propoſed, thut 
the deputy ſhould carry with him a ſum of money for this purpoſe, and ſhould be 
authoriſed to draw the neceſſary bills on the paymaſter-general ; that lord Cath- 
cart approved of theſe Inſtructions; but on or about the end of June, or the be- 

_— of July, 1740, it was intimated to lord Cathcart from the pay-office, or 

y meſfieu's Burrell or Briſtow, that the treaſury were of opinion, that the troops 
were not to be left to the uncertainty of finding money abroad, ſince merchants 
might make their advantages of the neceſſities the troops might ſometimes be un- 
der; and that, in conſequence of his opinion, a contract for paying, the troops at 
the rate of 1201 Jamaica money for 1001 ſterling, was then depending before 
the treafury ; that lord Cathcart, immediately on this information, applied by 


this examinate to mr. Williams and mr. Monſon's offices, for a meeting; his de. 
clared purpoſe in procuring this meeting, was, if poſſible, to get the troops paid 


in a more advantageous manner; for he did not apprehend, that the contrad 
was already paſſed, but only that it was then depending ; that at this meeting, 


which was at mr. Williams's office, between the 4th and 13th of July, 174 
there were preſent lord Cathcart, mr. Hanbury Williams, paymaſter of the ma- 
rines, mr. Burrel, mr. Briſtow, and this examinate; mr. Pelham was then ini 
Yorkſhire with mr. Arundell, as he believes; lord Cathcart took notice of the 


inconveniencies which might ariſe, by paying men only 1201 Jamaica money, 
for 1031 ſterling, when by the concurring reports from Jamaica and of merchants, 
the exchange was at 135 to 140; that he hereupon mentioned, what he had ob- 
ſerved in armies abroad, particularly what happened at Ghent and Bruges in 


1712, where the troops mutinied, on account of ſome ſmall deductions for camp 


neceſſaries and bread, which were taken from ſome regiments, and not from o- 
thers ; that that examinate ſaid at the ſame time, that as the troops from North 
America, under colonel Blackney, were paid at the full currency of exchange in 


thoſe parts; he apprehended, that if they received leſs money when they joined 


lord Cathcart, than what they had before, they might begin a mutiny, and by 
informing lord Cathcart's men, — occaſion diſcontents or mutiny among 
them alſo; the oontractors anſwer'd to this, that the difference of currency in the 


North provinces of America, from whence colonel Blakeney's troops came, Wa 
rather more to the advantage of thoſe troops, than the intended payment of 120 
per Cent. That the contractors explained themſelves on this particular, in 
manner this examinate could not anſwer, nor indeed underſtand ; that lord Cath 
cart was ſilent ; the contractors reckoned up ſeveral articles of the charge n 
would be to them, ſome of which were the inſurance of the money, the 
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the commiſſion which they were to pay their correſpondents in Jamaica,” with o- 
ther incident charges which this examinate cannot remember ; all theſe together, 
they ſaid, was the cauſe that they could not contract for leſs profit than what 
they ſhould get by paying 120 Jamaica currency, for 1001 ſterling ; there was 
ſome other talk upon this affair, which all ended at meſſieurs Burrell and Bri- 
ſtow's (but thinks it was mr. Burrell) declaring, that they had made an agree- 
ment with the treaſury already, upon thoſe terms, and that they could not do it 
for leſs profit; that this declaration of mr. Burrell's put an end to the debates and 
meeting ; for lord Cathcart acquieſced in what the treaſury thought fit, as he 
was under orders; he was a polite man, and did not chooſe to ſignify his diſap 
probation when it was of no conſequence ; ſo on the {aid declaration he ſaid, he 
was to be determined by ſuperior powers ; but in private converfation afterwards 
with this examinate, he wiſhed it had been better: That this examinate cannot 
of his own knowledge ſay, what ſteps had been taken with the treaſury, with 
relation to the firſt intended inſtructions; nor does he know of any publick no- 
tice given by the treaſury for receiving propoſals ; nor has he heard of any pro- 
poſals from others but meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow ; but he is not in the way of 
treaſury affairs. 2 7 
Being further examined on the 27th of Apr. 1742 in relation to the rough 
draught of the inſtructions mentioned aboveſaid, that mr. Pelham, in converſation 
with lord Cathcart, when this examinate was preſent, delivered it as his opinion, 
that the troops might be ſupplied in the manner there laid down ; eſpecially, as 
he ſuppoſed, that money would be. brought into Jamaica by taking of prizes; that 
the rough draught was delivered to lord Cathcart after theſe converſations, that 
it began with the ſtile of inſtructions, in the ſame manner as was cuſtomary to 
ive, to all deputy paymaſters abroad, impowering him to take up and draw bills 
or the ſupply-of the troops, &c. that it was written in a running hand, and, as 
he thinks, in two ſheets of paper folio way; but all the fides were not filled; that 
as it was to be peruſed by lord Cathcart, as a plan on which (if approved of ) in- 
ſtructions were to be formed, there was room left for additions and alterations; 
but that lord Cathcart finding, that ſo far as related to himſelf it was complete 
and wanted none, neither lord Cathcart, nor this examinate made any therein, 
but returned it to the pay-office unaltered. That this examinate believes, lord 
Cathcart's ſecretary carried it back; or perhaps, mr. Pelham's deputy might call 
for. it: that this examinate ſaw the final inſtructions given to the deputy payma- 
ſter ; but he only looked over them tranſiently; however he read fo 3 as to 
be ſure, that the power of drawing upon the paymaſter in caſe of neceſſity or diſ- 
appointment was therein . ; tho' he cannot expreſly ſpeak to thoſe words: 
this examinate adds, that he has been informed by one of the clerks in mr. Willi- 
ams's office, that meſ. Burrel and Briſtol did inſure the money they ſent to Jamaſ- 
ca, but he doth not know at what rate. | ALEX. W1LsoN. 
No. III. | | 
Pr Burrell, eſq; being examined in this moſt ſolemn manner, this zoth day 
of April, 1742, ſaid, That about the latter end of the year 1739, going 
down ſtairs from the houſe of commons, he was aſked by fir Robert Walpole, if 
he, this examinate, or his acquaintance had any money in the Northerncolonies; 
that about three weeks or a month afterwards he told fir Robert, that he could 
not meet with any perſons that he could depend on, who had; and fir Robert 
then replied; he believed there would be no occaſion for any: That as ſoon as it 
was publickly kdown that troops were going to Jamaica, this examinate took oc- 
cation, from this incident, to apply to tir Robert Walpole, and to acquaint him, 
that as he, this examinate, had correſpondents at Jamaica on the South Sea com- 
pany's account, who were men of great credit at Jamaica, and who had the * 
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ft command of money of any in the place, this examinate thought he could ſup- 


ply the government as well as any body, if money was wanted there; to which 
the examinate received no poſitive anſwer, That after this, this examinate conſi- 
dering with himſelf the great importance of this affair, he thought it too much 
hazard for himſelf alone, and thereon afked mr. Briſtow, if he thought it could 
be undertaken without a great riſk: that, when —_ had conſulted together, 
they agreed on the terms on which they would propoſe it, and about the month 
of June, the parliament being then prorogued, they waited on fir Robert Wal- 
pole at Chelſea, and made an offer of furniſhing any ſuch ſums as might be want- 
ing for the payment of the troops, on the ſame conditions which were afterwards 
agreed to by the treaſvry ; that fir Robert Walpole aſked them, if thoſe were 
the loweſt terms, and hoped, they would not aſk more than was reaſonable, nor 
what any body ſhould complain of; and the examinate aſſured him, that upon the 
beſt calculation, they had not. That he would not take it on himſelf, but de- 
fired them to make their propoſals to the treaſury : that a few days after this con- 
verſation with fir Robert Walpole, they did lay this propoſal before the treaſu- 
ry, without any thing elſe paſſing between them and fir Robert in the interval, 
nor had the examinate any converſation with any other lord of the treaſury, be- 
fore he offered his propoſal to the board; that on delivery of theſe propoſals, he 
does not recollect, whether he was called in or no, nor can he ſay, when he re- 
ceived the firſt notice of his propoſal being accepted, nor by whom he was in- 
for med of it; bar he thinks, if any thing particular had happend on this occa- 
fion, he muſt have remembred it; nor does he recollect, of meeting mr. Hanbn- 
ry Williams the morning tuis propoſal was delivered; this examinate does indeed 
remember, that ne one morning met lord Cathcart, or capt. Wilſon, who deſired 
a meeting at mr. Haubury Williams's office; but he is not ſure, that this was the 
day of his contract's being agreed to; but rather believes, it was a week or a 
fortnight after that: the ſame day this meeting was defired, mr, Briſtow and this 
examinate met lord Cathcart and capt. Wilſon, and mr. Hanbury Williams, who” 
came after : that this examinate does not conceive, that lord Cathcart would de- 
fire a meeting, or could have any thing to do with this examinate and his part- 
ner, but as contractors, and theaefore he thinks this meeting was after the con- 
tr ct was paſſed ; and that he ſuppoſes, the intention of this meetiog was, that 
lord Cathcart might be ſatisfied, that the troops would not be difappointed, but 


that due care would be taken to ſupply them with money when abroad; that at 


this 1.ccting, lord C-thcart talked to capt. Wilſon, of the manner in which the 
troops vere to be paid, ſaying to them, that if the troops going to Jamaica were 
not pa at the ſame rate of exchange as thoſe from North America, it might oc- 


ca ſion diſco.' tents, as he remembred a mutiny had like to have happaned in Flan- 


ders on the like account ; that they ſaid, they had nothing to do with the payin 
of tae troops, what they had contracted for was, to deliver the money at ſuch 
a cert" in rate; that this examinate takes it for granted, that lord Cathcart, by 
his enquiry, wanted to know in what ſpecie the troops ſhould be paid, and not at 
what rate the money was to be furniſhed to the deputy paymaſter : that this exa- 
minate does not remember there were any diſputes at this meeting, whether the 
contr ict was a good or bad contract, or indeed, whether there was mention made 
about it; and he believes, at the beginning of the converſation lord Cathcart 
knew of the contract being paſſed, and, he is perſuaded, that capt. Wilſon knew 
ir, -becaule the gentleman who is gone over deputy paymaſter was informed by 
the examinate with every ſtep taken in this affair, and he was intimate with capt. 
Wilton : that this examinate does not remember to have told capt. Wilfon, that 
tae contract was paſſed ; but if he had met him, he believes, he ſhould have told 
um ; but he takes it for granted, that it was underſtood to be done, in their 


whole 


. ( 35) 
whole converſation at that meeting, and he doth not remember that either lord 
Cathcart or capt. Wilſon ſhewed any ſurprize at that time, on hearing it was 
done ; and that he thinks, that this meeting with him and mr. Briſtow was on 
the footing of their 2 contractors for the money; that lord Cathcart »fked 
them, how they would ſupply the money, and they told him, they would ſend 

foreign gold ; but this examinate cannot remember, if chere was any- talk about 
inſurance, freight and other items ; that in this converſation, which he does not 
know laſted half an hour, many things of another nature was talked of between 
lord Catchcart and capt. Wilſon, as about the embarkation of the troops, &c ; 
that tho' this examinate had contracted at 120 1 he does not recolie& that the 
rate was mentioned at this meeting. The reaſon for fixing the price at 120 1 was 
upon the conſideration of the probable fall of the exchange at Jamaica, when ſo 
great a demand muſt be made upon the payment of ſo large a body of troop:, that 
as the exchange had advanced fince the laſt war from 111 1 to 1351 during which 
time, there not having been. any extraordinary demand for money in that iſland, 
the reverſe might be reaſonably expected when a demand of money was made, 
that greatly exceeded the natural currency, this plainly appeared r coionel 
Blackeney's arrival with but 3000 men, who with great difficulties raiſed between 
ooo and 10,0001 at 120 J and could not have procured more at above 1101 
at leaſt, that was the demand for thoſe who had money by them. In regard to 
the par of exchange between Jamaica and London, I am not informed by what 
rule that calculation is made, unleſs it be from the value they have ſtamped on 
the filyer ſpecie of this kingdom, a ſhilliug paſſing there current for 15 pence, 
which anſwers to the exchange of 125 1 for 100]. 
From the uncertainty of obtaining money at Jamaica, I deſired mr. Cole- 
brooke to enquire at what rate he could procure bills on that place, and he in- 
formed me he could not get bills at any fixt rate, not even at 120 nor any other 
price than what ſhould appear the current exchange of the iſland, as the ſame 
ſhould happen to be upon the time their bills ſhould appear there ; we had then 
no other reſort, but to ſend out ſome ſpecie to ſupply the want of currency in Ja- 
maica, and in that, there was no certainty as to it's value, as whatſoever was the 
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t nominal price there appeared no act of council to oblige any one to receive it; 
t and the valuation is ſo much out of judgment, that no man could conceive it to 
1 be made, but by chance, as a moida' of 27 is above 3 per cent. higher than a 
pr moida” of 36 s in proportion to the intrinſick value of each, which determined 
* us to buy heavy Portugal money of the Bank, not 1 2 to prevent any complaint 
fa if received by tale; but to anſwer their full value if received by weight; the 
* firſt parcel ſent being heavy money of 39s each, which, if had been obliged to 
ſell at Jamaica by the ounce, would have rendered loſs inſtead of profit to the 
12 contractors. The inſurance of this money was at 23 per cent. which went by 
y the men of war with the troops; but we apprehend we had the riſk of a devia- 
at tion if the ſhips had been ordered to Cartagena, or any other port but to Jamaica; 
a which would have thrown the riſk on us ; but if from any accideht, the ſhip 
vey where our money was had not arrived with the troops, we had then been at the 
de mercy of the inhabitants, and in ſuch caſe, I would willingly have compounded 
and for 10 per cent. loſs. We agreed for one per cent. freight, for all but what we 
we ſent with the troops; but we are informed, one of the captains has ſued our a- 
by —_ for a freight of 2 3 percent. The charge of ſhipping is put at 1 per cent. 
dt. or the expence of guards, iron- cheſts, ſervants and coaches to attend it, and for 
at the riſk and charges of ſending money in a boat from Portſmouth to St. Helens. 
1d That in regard to the nominal value at Jamaica of the gold ſpecies at a medi- 


um, deducting the commiſſion and charges, we allow there doth not remain a 
profit of 3 per cent. upon the preſent contract. That no other perſons but meſ- 
E 2 ; ſieurs 
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ſieurs Burrell and Briſtow were conſulted or concerned in the contract when they 
firſt enge ged in it; that after the firſt embarkation, and this examina te believes 
after the 2d, but before the contract was raiſed to 125, ſir Robert Walpole ipoke 
one day to this examinate, and told him, that mr. Hanbury Williams had deſired 
him to aſk the contractors, that a friend of his, a Weſt-India merchant, might 
have a ſhare in the remittance ; but he added, you are to do juſt as you pleale 
I don't aſk you to let any body in, for the contract is yours; that ſome little time 
afterwards nr. Hanbury Williams-ſpoke to this examinate and mr. Briſtow, tel- 
ling them, that he had arelation, one mr. Hanbury, a Weſt-India merchant, to 
whom he had oblig tions; and as he had money and effects at Jamaica, he defired 
he might be concerned for the future one fourth part with them, and ſince that 
time he has been accordingly concerned one fourth part in what relates to the 
payment of the marines in mr. Hanbury William's office ; that mr. Hanbury had 
wrote, as he töld the examinate, to his correſpondents at Jamaica, that in caſe 
any money was wanting, he might pay it into the hands of their agents, and re- 
ceive their bills for the tame ; but the examinate ſaid, that tho* mr. Hanbury 
wrote, no uſe has been made of it ; that before this, fir Robert Walpole never 
recommended ny perſon to be concerned with the contractors, nor had any 


knowledge of any one that was; but that ſome time after the contract was pal- 


ſed, he, the examinate, aſked mr. Monſon, deputy pay-maſter to mr. Pelham, 
whether he would take one fourth part of it, telling him, that tho* the profits 
might not be great, yet, unleſs ſnme unforeſeen accidents happened, the loſs 
could not be much ; that mr. Monſon accepted of it, and has one fourth part of 
the contract, as far as it relates to the payment of the troops in the office where 
he is deputy. * And being aſked, if mr. Monſon had any effects at Jamaica, he 
ſaid he could not tell, nor had he any there himſelf, nor has he mr. Monſon, ad- 
vanced any money, nor has he had any ſhare or trouble in the management, but 
is to ſtand his ſhare in the profit or loſs ; and beſides theſe, no perſon elſe is con- 
cerned with them to the knowledge of this examinate : That this examinate did 
offer half his own ſhare to his brother and a gentleman engaged in buſineſs with 
him: but they thought it too great a riſk for them to run; he likewiſe mentioned 
it to another gentleman, who would not accept of it; that theſe refuſals were 
very early before any thing was done in it more than paſling the contract, and 
that he mentions them to ſhew, that he thought he had no great bargain of it. 
A copy of a minute of the treaſury lying before the committee, dated the 29th 
of Janut ry, 1740-1. relating to the refuſal of the agents of the contraQors at 
Jamaica, to ſupply the troops under colonel Gouch and Blakeney with a ſum of 
money, being read to this examinate, and it being therein ſaid, that mr. Burrell 
agrees, that theſe troops were always underſtood and intended as contained and 
included in his and mr. Briſtow's propoſal to the treaſury ; this examinate ſaid, 
that minute had miſtaken their meaning ; for their agreement was, for the troops 


under lord Cathcart, and thoſe he ſhould find in Jamaica, and that this exami- 


nate never underſtood, that the troops under colonel Gouch and colonel Blakeney 
would be included in the contract before the arrival of lord Cathcart at Jamaica. 
that this examinate believes, that it was about June or July 1741. that he had the 
firſt account from Jamaica of the refuſal of his agents, to comply with the de- 
mands of the deputy paymaſter ; that the contractors having advice from Jamai- 
ca, that there was no money on the iſland, and that it was propoſed, that notes of 
hand ſhon!d have a currency, they had applied to the treaſury for the advance of 
a ſecond inm, and that in Dec. following there being a ſecond embarkation, they 
procured a third ſum from the treaſury, on account of the convenience they had 
of ſending it. | 
And being further examined this 15th day of June, he ſaid, that mr. Cole- 


brooke, 


r dit. Sant db onto or ne. 


(37) 

rooke, the deputy. pay-maſter, who went with lord Cathcart, ſupplied the 
lace of an agent for the examinate and the other dontractor, and that mr. Cole- 
rooke had a commiſſion of 1 per cent. only, and he added, that there never 
ad been any money advanced to the contractors, without their delivering a me- 
orial to the treaſury. 

June the 23d. P. BURRELL. 
John Briſtow, eſq; being examined in the moſt ſolemn manner, this zota day 
f April, 1742, ſaid, that the firſt notice he had relating to the remittance, was 
om mr. Burrell, who told him, that probably there would be a contract for ſup- 
lying the troops under lord Cathcart with money, and he thinks, mr. Burrell 
entioned his having talked to fir Robert Walpole about it, but he cannot be po- 
tive. That mr. Burrell aſked him, this examinate, if he would be concerned, 
> which he agreed, and then between them formed a propoſal to be laid before 
he lords of tbe treaſury ; that previous to the laying it before the treaſury they 


inate believes being ended ; that in this propoſal he thinks they mentioned 120 
er cent. as the rate at which they would agree to furniſh the money ; fir Robert 
aid, that he expected they ſhould offer it at a reaſonable profit, that the publick 
ay be well ſerved ; that this examinate cannot recolle& any other converſation 
hat paſſed either with fir Robert Walpole or any body elſe, before their propo- 
al was communicated to the treaſury ;3 nor does he believe, that they ſpoke a- 
out it to any other lord of the treaſury ; that when it was laid before the trea- 
ry, he does not remember, whether they went with the propoſals themſelves, 
ut is inclined to believe they did, and that they delivered it to ſome perſon in of- 
ce, who carried it in ; that he cannot remember whether there was any debates 
bout it, nor whether he was called in or no ; but from a copy of a minute of 
eaſury lying on the table before the committee he thinks the propoſals were im- 
ediately accepted, and he is pretty ſure he had notice of it when 1t was accep- 
2d, though he cannot ſay by whom ; nor can he be ſure, that at that time he ac- 
uainted mr. Hanbury Williams he had agreed; that he remembers the meeting 
lord Cathcart, mr. Hanbury Williams, and Captain Wilſon at mr. Hanbury 
Villiams's office, where mr. Burrell was likewiſe preſent ; but he is pretty ſure, 
o body from mr. Pelham's office was there, and believes it was in July 1740, 
nd believes it was after the contract was paſſed, though he cannot ſay, if it was 
at day, nor can he remember who firſt propoſed this meeting, though he be- 
ves lord Cathcart 3 nor where, or when the agreement to meet was made; that 
he ſubſtance of the converſation at this meeting was, the manner in which the 
oops were to be paid; that lord Cathcart talked about the pay of the troops, 
put this examinate cannot tell, if lord Cathcart ſuppoſed the contract to be paſ- 
ed, or to be only a propoſal, though he apprehends, the contract was then 
nade, and that lord Cathcart knew it was made, becauſe otherwiſe they, as 
ontractors, could have nothing to do with lord Cathcart ; that this examinate 
elieves, it ' might be poſlible | Br Cathcart might except to the paying of the 
roops at a low rate; that this examinate and his partner ſaid in ſubſtance, that 
he rate the troops were to be paid at was no concern of theirs, that their buſi- 
els was only to ſupply the money at a certain rate; but this examinate 
woes apprehend, that the troops were to be paid at a lower rate than 
hat they had contraſted for; that this examinate thinks, lord Cathcam 
lelired to know in what they intended to ſend out their money, that they 
old him, in Portugal Gold; that the contraQors propoſe the rate of 120 
amaica money for 100 1. ſterling, for the following reaſons; that they were to 
urniſn money in a place where there was not much, that therefore in caſe a con- 
derable ſum was demanded at once, the owners of the money would make 9+ 
| mo 


aited on fir Robert Walpole, who was then at Chelſea, the ſeſſion as this exa- 
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moſt uſe of it they could, and lower the exchange under the rate of 120, at which 
they had contracted ; for that col. Blakeney before lord Cathcart's arrival, drey 
on the pay-office for a ſmall ſum, and this with difficulty, as he had heard, at, or 
under 120, and had he wanted a larger ſum, he muſt doubtleſs have drawn even 
fill lower. That this put them under a neceſſity of ſending out funds, or money, 
to ſupply the want of currency in that place; that as men of buſineſs it was natu- 
ral for them to conſider the ſeveral ſpecies of money, which it might be proper to 
ſend thither ; that in this, they found a great variety; that they could not find 
there was any law to ſettle the currency of different ſpecies of coin, and the dif- 
ferent ſpecies of coin were actually at different proportions of value in their cur- 
Fency, the guinea in particular, being at a lower rate than the 36 ſhilling pieces, 
and both theſe lower than the 27 ſhilling Pieces ; that this Examinate is not ſure, 
that any conſiderable ſum of moidores or 36 ſhilling pieces was there before, and 
they were apprehenſive, that the ſum ſent out by the contractors, which was the 
| x) ay part in 36 ſhilling pieces and the reſt in moidores, which might on it's ar- 

ival at Jamaica be reduced to an equality with guineas ; and in order to prevent, 
in ſome meaſure, the loſs which muſt attend an alteration in the value of theſe ſe- 
veral ſpecies, which was not improbable when the diſproportion ſhould come to 
be conſidered at the iſland of Jamaica, the contractors ſent the major part of the 
ſupply by that fleet under fir Chaloner Ogle, in weighty Portugal gold of 36 fhil- 
Ing pieces, that, at all events, there might be the value in gold ; that the con- 
tractors ſent their money on board three men of war and inſured it, but not- 
withſtanding this, they were liable to many riſques and accidents ; for had the 
men of war been ordered to any other place, this would have been a deviation 
from the voyage and would have vacated the inſurance, and that the very want 
of the money at Jamaica, or even what was on board one ſhip only, though it had 
not been loft, would have ſunk the exchange, and that this was no imp! 
accident; for three or four of the capital men of war were actually ſeparated 
from the fleet and driven to Liſbon, and had the money been on board either of 
theſe ſhips the contractors would have been under great diſadvantages ; as they 
muſt have raifed it at Jamaica at a great loſs, and as it was all the money ſent out, 
had upon the arrival of the fleet no more effect than to raiſe the exchange to 130, 
and ſmall ſums ſoon after got up to 13 5. and 140, ſoon after which the contractors 
came to a new agreement at 125. That they have been told lately, that the 
victualling and navy have drawn at 135 and 140, but this being for ſtores and 
proviſions is not like money, but is really no exchange at all; this examinate 
did not inform himſelf of the rates at which the navy and victualling drew when 
be was deliberating about his own contract. He added, that he has ſince been 
told that the independent companies at Jamaica are paid at 125. That he believes 
that he might communicate a memorial, containing the reaſons for fixing the cur. 
rency at 120, to lord Orford, before this examinate's memorial of the 5th of 
Feb. laſt was laid before the treaſury ; that ſoon after lord Cathcart's arrival 
meſſieurs Merewether and Manning, their correſpondents, from a miſunderſtand- 
ing, did refuſe to furniſh money for the troops; but the deputy paymaſter, mr. 
Colebrooke, drew on mr. Pelham; that this examinate believes, that the r 
of the refufal of their agents, was, their thinking they could make a greater ad- 
vantage of their money from the neceſſity of the publick, than what they wo 

et by complying with our commiſſion : The reaſon urged by them was, 
the indefinite demand of mr. Colebrooke, who refuſed to ſpecify ei- 
ther the ſums, or the times when they would be wanted: That as the contractor 
were to pay the difference of theſe bills drawn on mr. Colebrook if they had been 
under 120 or 125 per Cent. they thought they had a right to thoſe bills when 


drawn at a higher. rate, and they accordingiy took them up and paid m_ * 
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ſoon es due, with money they received from the pay office ; but theſe bills art 
till in diſpute, and our contract does not ſubſiſt any longer, for the lords of the 
treaſury have, within this day or two, given orders to the deputy at Jamaica, to 
draw on the paymaſter, that no perſons were concerned with them in their con- 
tract, till after it was agreed to, but that now mr. Monſon, deputy paymaſter to 
„ mr. Pelham, and mr. Hanbury, a merchant, are ſharers; mr. Monſon has a 
fourth part of what is paid in the office where he is deputy, mr. Hanbury has, 
from a certain time, been intitled to! part of what relates to the marines, which 
are paid in mr. Hanbury Williams's office; that the offer to mr. Monſon was 
jointly by the contractors on their own motion, and without the deſire or know- 
ledge, as he believes, of any other perſon whatſoever, and before any reuit- 
tances were made, and he never offered a ſhare to any perſon but mr. Monſon 5 
that as to mr, Hanbury, fir Robert Walpole mentioned to them, that mr. Han- 
bury Williams defired his relation, mr. Hanbury, ſhould have a part ; that fir 
Robert had been ſpoke to by mr. Williams about it; but he, fir Robert, told 
the contractors, he left it to themſeeve ; and it is moſt probable, fir Robert Wal- 
pole mentioned this to the contractors before mr. Hanbury Williams ſpoke to 
them; that neither mr. Monſon' nor mr. Hanbury have advanced any mon 

on this affair, nor indeed have the contractors themſelves properly advanced any 
money; for on delivering their bills drawn at fight on Jamaica to the paymaſter 
here, he furniſhed the mony for them, as is the conſtant practice of the pay-of- 
fee whenever bills of exchange are furniſhed” payable in foreign parts, by the 
drawers of ſuch bills, or by draughts from Jamaica, on the pay-office, to make 

ſach ſums as are raiſed for the ſervice on the iſland. 

And being further examined this 22d day of June, 1742, ſaid, that the con- 
tractors allowed to mr. Colebrooke, who carried out the money ſent with lord 
Cathcart, 1 per Cent. commiſſion ; but the further ſums which have been ſince 
ſent out, and all other tranſactions relating to this affair, have been managed by 
their agents at Jamaica, to whom they are to pay 2 per Cent. 

And further ſaid, that an action has been brought againſt their agent at Ja- 
maica, by captain Knowles, for 24 per Cent. freight, for the money which he 
carried out at the time of lord Cathcart's going on the expedition, for which, as 
the examinate is informed, captain Knowles has obtained a verdict, which if the 
contractors ſhould be obliged to pay, will be a precedent for other captains of 
men of war, by whom money was ſent out at the ſame time. 

881 Jo uN BRISTOW. 

Charles Hanbury Williams, eſq; being examined in the moſt ſolemn manner 
this zoth day of April, 1741, faid, that on the gth of July laſt, as he thinks, be- 
ing in his chariot, he met meſ. Burrell and Briſtow, who told him, that they had 
made an agreement with the treaſury, for remitting money to pay the troops, at 
the rate of 1201 Jamaica money for 1001 ſterling ; that after meeting meſſieurs 
Burrell and Briſtow he went to the treaſury, and he thinks he ſaw lord Cathcart 
in one of the rooms of the treaſury, and thinks he talked of what meſſieurs Bur- 
rell and Briſtow had told htm, to loxd Cathcart, but he is not poſitive ; that the- 
lame day, there was a meeting at his office in Scotland-Vard, at which were pre- 
lent lord Cathcart, Captain Alexander Wilſon, mr. Burrell, mr; Briſtow, and 
this examinate, but he cannot ſay, any body elſe, in particular, he cannot ſay, 
mr. Monſon was preſent ; that this meeting was defired that morning, either by 
lord Catheart, or by capt. Wilſon at his inſtance, but he cannot tell which; he 
thinks, they all met at the treaſury, and went from thence to the office ; that the 
converſation, which laſted two hours, turned on the proper means of carrying 
mel. Burrell and Briſtow's contract into execution, and preventing the troops Fa: 

hen ing diſappointed for want of money; that he inclines to imagine, that lord 
5 4 | Cathcart 
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Cathcart kuew that the agreement was made; the examinate aſked meſ. Burrell 

and Briſtow, what money they had ſent over and what credit they had eſtabliſh- 

ed for this purpoſe ; but this was a queſtion arifing from his own care and curio- 
fity only; that he believes lard Cathcart ſaid, he had heard, that the exchange in | 
the city was 130, or 155, that if the troops were paid at 120, the difference | 
might occaſion an uneaſineſs amongſt them; that what lord Cathcart ſaid, was ra- 
ther repining and diſliking tne low rate of exchange they had agreed for, than f 
diſputing about it; that in conſequence of this diſlike of lord Catheart's, meſ- ; 
fieurs Burrell and Briſtow entered into a detail about exchanges, endeavouring a 
from thence to ſhew, that they could not afford to remit cheaper; but this exa- 1 
minate did not underſtand all they ſaid on this head; and meſſieurs Burrell and - 
Briſtow talked of their agreement as made ; but whether at the beginning, or end L 
of the meeting, he cannot ſay : that he cannot ſay, or remember, that mr. Bur- 
rell, at the = of the converſation told them, he had agreed with the treaſury, 1 
nor can he ſay, that he heard lord Cathcart mention the American troops, as 

then paid at a higher rate of exchange. 
N. B. Charles Hanbury Williams, eſq; being now at Bath, could not ſign his MW * 
examination : but it was read over to the committee twice, and was found to h 
be agreeable to the minutes then taken. b 
No. IV. m 
Ames Knight, eſq; examined in the moſt ſolemn manner, this 3d day of May * 
J 1742, ſaid, that he lived many years in Jam ica; from whence he came to th 
England about five years ſince ; and that he has many effects, rents and a planta - © 
tion in that Iſland ; that when he lived there, he acted as a factor to the Guiney- to 
Merchants, and he has ſold ſeveral cargoes of negroes to the South Sea compa- de 
ny, Which were paid for in bills of exchange in London, and had by his employ- m 
ments the means of being acquainted with the remmittance from that Iſland, both MW he 
in ſpecie and in bills; that the exchange between Jamaica and London has for? at 
ears paſt varied very little, being from 140 to 135, but generally 140, very few ca 
bills being drawn under that rate, excepting particular contracts in the ſales of on 
negroes eſtates or other effects, when the exchange has ſometimes been agreed on Ge 
at 35 and ſometimes at 37 3, the difference in the exchange being confidered my 
the purchaſe ; the South Sea company, in particular, ſettled their exchange, and the 
the number of negores they bought, they had them at a price accordingly, the W on 
planters paying 35 or 36 per head, in bills for 40 per cent. and 38 and in ſugars, 
or other produce of the Iſland, when the company, by means of their bills be- 
ing at lower exchange, furniſhed themſelves at 31 and 32 per head Jamaica cur- 
Tency : that he has now a bill of 600 1. drawn on the ordnance, at 140, and he 
has two others of 500 l. each drawn on the ſame office, and other publick bills 
as well as private at the ſame ate, within the laſt twelve months; that the inde- 
pendent companies conſtantly draw at 140, as he has heard and believes, except 
one or two officers, who have had credit; that he believes, before the war, 

bills remitted from Jamaico to England, iucluding thoſe drawn by the South 
Sea company, may have amounted to 100,000 l. per ann. that there are beſides 
great ſums ſent from thence to England in ſpecie, that before the war, it was 
common for fingle men of war to bring 40 or 50,000 1. from thence, and he be. 
lieves, including the money ſent over þy the South Sea company, upwards of 
50000 1. per ann. in ſpecie, was uſually remitted from Jam. at a medium before 
the commencement of the war; that the ſpecie of Jamaica conſiſts chiefly in 
Spaniſh Coin; there are ſome Spaniſh piſtoles and dubloons ; that there is a law, 


in Jamaica, made about the year 1681, which afcertains the currency of Spaniſh Tay 
money, and makes it Felony to diminiſh or falſify it; though he has known per- 8 
ſons tried upon the law, yet in general it is not much obſerved, the coin being 2 
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commonly clipped and diminiſhed of its true weight, and the Portugal money is 
not included in it, becaufe there was then none upon the iſland; that with this 
examinate heard, that the troops were going to Jamaica, he enquired how they 
werv to be paid, and on being told, that the treaſury would contract with pri- 
vate perſons for that purpoſe, > did himſelf intend to make an offer for the fur- 
niſhing the money neceſſary ; but in very few days after, he heard the treaſury 
had agreed with meſſieurs Burrel and Briſtow at the rate of 1 201. Jamaica money, 
for 1001. ſterling: that this examinate does not believe, that the treaſury ever 
gave notice, that they intend any ſuch contract, that indeed he does not know, 
that a formal publick notice has ever been given by the treaſury on ſuch occaſions ; 
but he has heard, that in q. Anne's war, the treaſury, when they have hed ſuch 
contracts in view, have communicated their intentions to merchants, which was 
in effect the ſame thing, and was what this examinate expected in the preſent caſe ; 


and had this been done, this examinate believes, that ſeveral others beſides him- 


ſelf would have propoſed to have furniſhed the money at Jam. that this examinate 
would have furniſhed the money at the rate of 130 per cent. provided he could 
have obtained the ſame advancement with which he has heard was made to meſſ. 
Burrel and Briſtow ; for in proportion to the advancement he propoſed to have 
made his offer of furniſhing the troops with money, otherwiſe he could not have 
afforded ſuch an exchange, and ſhould have hooght it a good bargain ; that he 
ſhould have thought himſelf ſecured againſt any diſappointment for the want of 
currency at rt, ſending over in fpecie 1 3d part of what he might be ſuppoſed 
to want in nary time, for that he apprehends, the only difficulty would have 
been at firſt, when the people there, on the arrival of ſo great a number of troops, 
might endeavour to lower the exchange ; that afterwards he does not doubt, but 
he could have contracted with people on the iſland, to have furniſhed the money 
at the rate of 1375 per cent. or by other means provided money to anſwer the oc- 
caſion ; that if the whole money was advanced to him here before-hand, and he was 
only to ſend it over, and to furniſh the money at Jam. at the rate of 130 J. per 
Cent. he ſhould think that he might make 12 or 15 per Cent. per An. of the mo- 
ney which he thus ſupplied, becauſe he could return the ſame money twice in 
the compaſs of one year; he added, that he believes, the inſurance of money 
on men of war from London to Jamaica might be done at 2 per Cent. to pay 84. 
That the commiſſion which he pays to his agents at Jam. for tranſacting his af- 
affairs, is 5 per Cent, but if he was to negotiate 30 or 40,000 J. for the govern- 
ment, he would have done it, when at Fam. for 2+ per Cent. with all his heart, 
and doubts not, but other perſons of credit and reputation in Jam. would have un- 
dertaken the ſame for the like commiſſion, or leſs, James Knicur. 
No. V. 
To the right honourable the lords commiſfioners of his Majeſty's treaſury. 
May it pleaſe our tordjhips, 
| R. Burrell, one of the contraftors for the remittance for the marines to 
Jamaica, hath delivered the lettex hereunto annexed, into the office of 
the paymaſter of the marines, wherein he propoſes that a further Sum of q, 500 l 
may be iſſued for ſubſiſtence to the marines going on the intended expedition; I 
tkunbly pray, your lordſhips will be pleaſed to order the ſaid ſum to be iſſued 
to the paymaiter of the marines for uſes hereafter to be directed, wiz. 
On the order for L. 118,214 1 O7, 125 
On the order for L. 33,429 0 c—2,375 
Pay-Of. Sept. 23, 1740. All which i humbly ſubmitted, Ep. JoxEs, Dep. 
SIR, The t:oops under the command of the lord Cathcart having berg ſo 
long detained at Port/mouth, that the money ſent by them will become due be- 
tore hey can arrive vt Jamaica, we therefore beg leave to repreent to you, that 
we 
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we apprehend it will be for the benefit of his majeſty's ſervice, that an addi- 
tional two months pay may be ſent by them, that at all events they may be 
ſecured from ny pothible diſappointment. | 

We therefore beg leave to requeſt, that a further ſum of 6,500 / may be ad- 


$5 Do ba 


Preſent, 


vanced us, for the better enabling us to forward the ſupply. | 
We are for mr. Joux Br1sTow and ſelf, your moſt humble ſervant, 

ourable Charle Hanbury Williams, Paym. 

of the marines. 


LonpoN, Sept. 23, 1740. PETER BURREL, 
Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 24th of Sept. 1740. 
mr. chancellor of the exchequer, lord Sundon, mr. Earle. 


Iſſue alſo out of the ſaid funds to the paymaſter of the marine regiments, the 
ſum of 9300 1 upon accot, for the ſubſiſt. of ſaid reg. to anſwer the value of bills 
of exch. to be given by mei. Burrel and Briſtow, according to their agreement in 
that behalf, for their furniſhing money at Jam. for the expedition of 1d Cathcart. 
To the right hon. the lords commiſſioners of his majeſty's treaſury." 


. 


The propoſal of Peter Burrell and John Briſtow. 


| HAT the forces under the command of lord Cathcart, intends for an ex- 
pedition to the Weſt- Indies, having been detained ſo long at Portſmouth 
by contrary winds, it is apprehended that upon their arrival at Jam. a farther ſum 
will be wanting than what is ready remitted for that ſervice to the 24 Dec. 1740. 

That they are ready to furniſh their bills for 12,0001 ſterl. for the ſubſiſtence 
of his majeſty's forces under the command of the lord Cathcart, from Dec. 25 
1740, to 23 Feb. following at the rate of 1001. ſterl. for every 120 paid at Jam. 
in the currency of that iſland. | 

Which is humbly ſubmitted to your lordſhips for Joan BRISTow and ſelf, 


London, Sept, 25, 1740. 


PETER BURRELL. 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 26th Septemb. 1740. 


Preſent, 
My lords, upon reading a memorial from the payma 


mr. Chancellor of the exchequer, lord Sundon, mr. Earle. 
ſter of the forces dated 


the 25 inſt. for carrying on the ſubſiſtence of the forces under lord Cathcart from 
Dec. 25, 1740, order 11,024 | 15 s 5g d to be iſſued to the ſaid paymaſter on the 
order in his name, for part of 200,000 1 appropriated for extraordinaries of the 
war, to be appointed towards the ſervice of the expedition to the W. Indies. 


Whitehall, Treaſury 


Chambers, 19th of December, 1740. 


Preſent, mr. Chancellor of the Exch. 1d Sundon, mr. Winnington, mr. Treby. 
My lords agree to a propoſal now read, of Peter Burrell and John Briſtow dated 
inſtant, for ſupplying a further ſum of 21,0001 at Jam. for the pay of his 


the 


majeſty 


's forces gone upon the expedition with lord Cathcart, finding that the rate 


of their bills 1s Ute ſame as was agreed to upon their propoſal, of the gth of July 
laſt, viz. in bills payable in Jam. at ſight, at the rate of 1201 Jam. currency for 
every 1001 ſterl. and their lordſhips order a copy of this minute to be tranſmit- 
ted to the paymaſter of his majeſty's forces and marines, ſo as the ſaid ſum of 


I 


tent was expreſſed by the officers, and ſome actually refuſed to receive it, of 


21,0001 may be iſſued for the ſaid bills accordingly, 


No. VI. 


Xtracts and copies of letters from brig. gen. Wentworth and mr.Colebrooke. 
(A) Extra of a letter from brigadier general Wentworth, to his grace 
the duke of Newcaſtle, Jamaica, January 20. 1740-1. 
Mult beg icave to rap relent to your grace, that the fixing the payment of the 
troops at 20 % Jamaica currency, will, I apprehend, be attended with in- 
conveniencies. Upon the monie being tendered to the paymaſter great diſcon- 


Which, Deng 
further complaints ; but as we ſhall have a detachment from the Jam. independent 


immediately apprized, I have taken meifures to put a flop to any 


compa- 
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TAS ( 43) | | 
companies who are paid at 125 per c. I believe it will be difficult to prevent the 
content from getting amongſt the private men. As the Exchange is always fluctu- 
ating, the payment of the troops, according to the exact currency when their pay 
ſhould become due, would be attended with great inconveniencies; but was there a 
proper medium fixt (even ſo low as 1251 percent.) Ibelieve, all would be made eaſy. 

(B.) Mr. Colebrooke to mr. Pelham. | 
Wa" Fl Kingſton, Jamaica, 2oth Feb. 1740. 
1 will certainly have learnt from meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow, before this 

time, that their correſpondents Merewether and Menning had declined exc- 
cuting their orders to pay to the deputy pay- maſter iuch ſums of money, as thoſe 
gentlemen had by their contract with the lords of the treaſury engaged to furniſh 
here, for the ſervice of the expedition; but it is propable, thoſe gentlemen 
were not informed, that the motive of that refuſal was, that theſe factors had in 
view the appropriating the profits to ariſe by ſuch ſupply to themſelves. What 
reaſons they may have given to their principals, I cannot ſay, but at this place to 
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x- juſtify or at leaſt excuſe ſo uncommon a procedure they fay, meſſieurs Burrel and 


th Briſtow did not propoſe to allow them a ſufficient commiſſion or provifion ; that it 
m was not worth their while to undertake it for a conſideration of 1 per cent. to 
o. each of them; the truth is, they were dazzled with the proſpe& of getting 1 


ce or 20 inſtead of 2 per cent. and reckoning that a much greater ſum, than thoſe | 


25 IF gentlemen received from the treaſury in July, would be due to the forces before 
m. they arrived here; ere almoſt out, they made their calculation 
they ſhould be able to ſet their own price upon what they imagined the deputy 

| paymaſter would be under a neceſſity of taking from them; but further ſupply 
V. you iſſued to meſſieurs Burrel and Briſtow in September, and for which they gave 
their bill upon me, has put me in a condition to anſwer all occaſions hitherto, 

and diſconcerted in their meaſures. | = 
I preceived the general inclined to think favourably of the intenſions of theſe 
perſons, and yet is was not till 25th of Jan. that he appeared convinced, that 
they never intended to furniſh money upon the account of the gentlemen of Eng. 
land; at which time, mr: Manning declared in expreſs terms, in the preſence of 


men, that they would not anſwer meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow's credit. This 
was the 16th day after I delivered meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow's letters of cre- 
dit to them and made my demand on them; what paſſed between me and them 


the letters I find herewith. al, 

Upon the refuſel of Mecewether and Manning to furniſh money, gen. Went- 
worth defired me to ſtay in this place and endeavour to raiſe money, tor the uſe 
of the troops, which I have undertaken, purſuant to the inſtructions you have 
honoured me with, and I hope my zeal for his majeſty's and your ſervice will 


eve your approbation. | "FN 


I have reaſon to think, that as Merewether and Manning expected to 
zoke. N upply what money the troops might have occaſion for, at an immoderate pro- 
grace ¶ ttto themſelves, that I ſhall meet with all poſſible oppoſition from them and their 

«herents, otherwiſe, I could not have failed of finding all the money I can 

f the Wioſibly want for bills; what the event will be, I cannot ſay with ſufficient cer- 
h in- Winty, more than that my endeavours will be faithful, and I hope effectual. 
Meſ. Merewether and Manning acquainted me the gth of January, that 
it, of I bey had ſo long ago as the end of Ne venber wrote to meſ. Burrell and Bri- 
5» any W/*v, to tell them, that whatever ſums were wanted here for the forces mult be 
dent Wit in ſpecie from England; they knew that an anſwer to thoſe advice could not 

mpa- ell come back to this iſland, till April or May, and expected in the mean 
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general Went. mr. Stew. lieutenant governor of this Iſland, and other gentle- 


and with general Went. in that interim, you will pleaſe to ſee by the copies of 
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time to have ſupplied money to the troops, upon their own unjuſt terms, This 


faithleſs treatment of their principals muſt have aſtoniſhed and deceived meſ. Bur- 
rell and Briftozv, till the truth came to be developed by ſubſequent letters; and 


upon What you will have heard from them, you have certainly been induced to 
ſend over more ſpecie, a thing that would have in no caſe been neceſſary if theſe 


perſons had not entered into the moſt ungrateſul and unnatural combination, 


to diſcredit their benefactors, and diſtreſs the publick ſervice, and inſinuating to 


brigadier Blakeney, that themſelves only were in a condition to fupply the troops,, 


which for the ſake of the ſervice, as an Act of great merit, they would find means 

to do, at the rate of 110 / this currency for 100 / ſterling. 

(C.) Mr. Colebrooke to Mr. Pelham. 

#5 & hm | Kingſton 24th Feb. 1740. 

Gave notice, that I had occaſion for a ſupply of money for the ſervice, and 
offered my Bill at 130 Jamaica currency for 100 f ſterling, and notwithſtand- 


ing, ſeveral things combine to make money ſcarce, I have made a beginning and 


paſſed bills upon you for 1250/ Sterling as is noted at the foot. 
I. 500 to John Hamilton, eſq; value of the ſame. 
200 to Robert Wilſon, value of John Hamilton, 
300 to John Eaſt, value of Sam. Spofforth. 
100 to Samuel Spofforth, value of the ſame. 
150 to Jac. Mendez da Coſta, value of David Bravo. 


— 


1259 All under this date, payable at 3 days fight, which ſum of 12401 


ſterl. at the rate of 130, making 16251 Jam. currency, I paſs to the credit of 


the right honourable Henty Pelham, eſq; 
. (D.) Mir. Colebrooke to mr. Pelham. 

SIR, Kingſton, Jam. 23 March 1740. 

Have now the pleaſure to acquaint you, that the combination that had been 

formed here, to reduce the price of bills for the publick ſervice to 110, is en- 
tirely diſſipated. The confederates lately made a new effort, to put a ſtop to the 
ſupplies of money, which they found coming into my hands, by endeavouring to 
borrow all the money they could hear of; but I have now happily overcome all op- 
poſition, and can aſſure you on good grounds, that whatever money may be ne- 
ceflary to be raiſed for the ſervice will be found here for Bills on you at 130, and 
upwards. I fay this with confidence, from the ſtate and courſe of the trade here; 


and I dare venture to adviſe you, not to ſend ye more money from England in 
| 1 


ſpecie upon account of any doubt of my finding all that can poſſibly be wanted for 
the uſe of his majeſty's forces ; and I think 1 am not miſtaken in my concluſion, 
if a war ſhould break out with France, I ſhall find money at 140 this currency for 
every oo Sterling; becauſe as the riſk of ſending money home will be greater, 
the premium of inſurance muft riſe in proportion, and people will give a greater 
price for ſuch bills of Exch. as they by experience are regularly diſcharged. 

Hercunder is an account of all the bills I have paſſed upon you the 24 of Feb. 
for 1250 J. at 30, is 1625 1 thegth of March, for 2420 J. at zo, i 3461 and the 
8th of Mar. jor 285 / Sterl. at 3o, is 1670 J. 10 s for all which ſums I make my 
ſelf debtor according the reſpective Dates. 
4 Feb. No. 500 Sterl. Order John Hamilton, Val. of the ſame. 

No. 2, 3, 4, 5 of the date. Total 1625 00 
9 March, No. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 — 3149 00 
18 March, No. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 1 1670 10 
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. (F.) Mr. Colebrook to mr. Pelham, dated Sept. 1, 1741. 
YN purſuance of your command in the ſecond paragraph of your letter of the 
25th of May, about the diſcontent of the troops, . on occaſion of their being 
paid at the rate of 120 Jam. currency for 1001 ſterl. it is my duty to acquaint. 
you, that the par of money between * and Jam. is, 


% L NW. 2 175 

Piſtoles at © 16 8 Sterling 1 3 9 Jamaica 1424 

Guineas (2 'S i 8g + + | We 

Moidores . 118 9 1433 

Port. Pieces 1 16 © 2 10 © 1384 

to which adding 6 per Cent, for freight and inſ. | 

from Jam. to Lond. the Medium you Gold is 3 149 
4, 4. Ss. d. : 

Piece of 8 7 3 per Oz. Jam. 5 6 Lond, Par. 139. 


Small Piece 7 2 5 6 | 134 
Medium 35, to which adding 6 per Cent. for Fr. and Inf. as before * 
upon Silver, is 5 | | | | 143 

| \ inentioned in my laſt of the 2th of September, That the officers of the inde« 
pendent companies here, draw for their pay according to the courſe of exchange 
no 140, and pay the private men at 125 /. 275 

I have learn'd, that when the regiments of Cope and Hay arrived in this iſland, 
the aſſembly, in confideration of the dearneſs of all neceſſaries, then paſs'd an act 
to make them an allow. of proviſions at the country's exp. and I am well inform- 
ed, that proviſions are at this time 50 per c. dearer than they were then. 

I confirm, that the officers of the independent companies have an allowance of 
208, and each private man 5 s. per week, for which 10,0001. is raiſed annually 
by the aſſembly. | : 

My duty requires me to 2d your zeal in his majeſty*s ſervice to the utmoſt of 
my ability, in the department you have pleaſed to honour me with; and it is with 
joy, that I can inform you, that by occaſion of the great ſum of money iſſued b 
you, and brought to this place in ſpecies, the combination entered into to diftre 


me in raiſing money for the uſe of the troops by lowering the exchange, has heen 
intirely broken, and from thence, and the ſtate of the trade from hence to theSpa- 


niſh coaſt, there is reaſon to be aſſured, that the exchange will keep up to 140, not 


without a probability of its being raiſed higher by proper management; and as 


this favourable circumſtance may be the means of producing very conſiderable re- 
lief to the troops, by paying them at a higher rate hereafter, I hope you will look 
upon it as an inſtanee of my ambition, to make myſſervices agreeable to you, that 
I offer myſelf toundertake todraw billsupon you at the beſt courſe of the exchange. 
The intereſt of the merchants ſending goods to Jam. 1s againſt the riſe of the ex- 
change ; but I perſuade myſelf, I ſhall be as ſucceſsful in this attempt, as I have 
been hitherto in your ſervice; and I am fo well aſſured of what I advance, that 
Mould you prefer the having a certain price fixed, I am ready to furniſh whatever 
ſum of money may be wanted for his majeſty's forces, at 135 certain price without 
any charge, and that my bills be at no leſs term than 4 months after date, or 60 
days after ſight ; and that I will not trouble the office with ſmall bills, but paſs 1 
in 2 months, or one month the ofteneſt. 

I ſent further to mr. Pitt, for the uſe of the forces on Cnba, 62851. 15s. by 


the Defiance, capt, Trevor, which failed yeſterday. Jam, fir, 
Kingſton, Jam. Your moſt obedient, And humble ſervant, 
Sep. I, 1741. _ Joann CoLEeBrOOKE. 
SIR, (G.) Mr. Colebroke to mr. Pelham, dated Jamaica, Sept. 7, 1741. 


a \HE diſſatisfaction of the officers at receiving their pay at 120 this currency 
for every 100 J. ſterling encreaſes every day, and now I have found means 
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to bring the exchange to 140, they complain of it as a very great hardſhip. 1 


had formerly repreſented. to the general upon this occafion, that the price of 120 
was fixed by contract of the treaty with meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow, that your 


inſtructions to me to pay the troops at that rate was in conformity to that contract, 


under the ſuppoſition that it was the moſt that could be obtained. 

That it was not to be imagined that you could order the troops to be paid at an 
higher exchange than the price fixed with the contra@ors ; but that as the contract 
was not anſwered by the agents of Burrell and Briſtow, I thought it probable I 
might receive your orders to pay the troops at a higher rate, when you are in- 
formed of my ſucceſs in raiſing the exchange. 

This I have happily executed, contrary to the inclination and intereſt of ſome 
Perfons, and to the opinion and apprehenſions of others; not only unaſſiſted by 
the perſons whoſe particular ſtations required their ſupporting my laudable attempt, 
but oppoſed and obſtructed in my — | | 

5 Mr. Colebrooke 1 mr. Pelham, Kingſton, Jamaica, Sept. 12, 1741. 

Have the mortification to acquaint you, that this diſcontent of the troops 

increaſes every day, the more as they come to underſtand that the exchange 
is brou ht to 140 / and that the private men of the indepegdent companies here 
are paid one Ryal, or 7 d 2, this currency for 6d ſterling, which anſwers to 
125 1 currency for 1co Sterling, and the officer draws his bills according to 
the exchange, which is now at 140; beiſides which, the aſſembly, in eve Ting 
ration of the dearneſs of all neceſſaries, allows every captain and lieutenant 209 
currency, and every private man 5 a week additional pay, called here 
country ſubſiſtance. | | _ 

This put the condition of theſe independent companies on ſo much better foot- 
ing than the forces on the expedition, that theſe latter are continuaily expreſ- 

can now aſſure you, that you may depend upon my keeping up the exchange 
to 140, and raiſing whatever Sum may be wanted for his majeſty's forces, and 
that bills upon you will have the preference of all private Bills, 
7 Mr. Colebrooke to mr. Pelham, Kingſton, Jamaica, Oct. 8, 1741. 

S 1 R, WOW | 
I Gare is nothing talked of ſo much among the officers of the army, as the 

hardſhip of being paid at 120 f when the axchange is at 140 J every one 
of them is become a calculator, and complains that he loſes 16 / 65s on every 
100 { for 1201 Jamaica currency. is paid with 62 moidores at 38s 9 d each, 
which 62 moidores is no more than 83 / 14 s ſterling, and I have been told, that 
moſt of them have wrote to their friends at home to apply for redreſs, finding 
themſelves very much ftreightned in a place where every neceſſary is excel. dear. 

As the general ſeems not inclined to order the payment of the troops other- 
wiſe than in ſums of money upon account, notwithſtanding his ſtrict injunctions 
to n. e to be always ready, it is probable I may not be obliged to take up monies 
ſoon, which I ſhall be very glad of, that I may be inſtructed by you, whether I 
am to receive money from mel. Gray and Woelley, as they now offer, at 125 / 
or to paſs my Bills to the publick at 140 / on which price, and my finding all the 
money that may be wanted for the ſervice, you may henceforward depend. 

(K.)“ Mr. Colebrooke to mr. Pelham, Kingſton, Jamaica, Feb. 12, 1747 

Have received the honour of two of your letters, of the 18th of July, an 

the 1ſt of October, with a copy of the lords of the treaſury's agreement with 
meſſ. Burrell and Brifiow, Your order, that it be complied with, has been 


already executed, and the additional 5 per Cent upon all payments for ſubſiſt- 


ance, from the 24th of April, has been paid to the reſpective pay -maſters, and 
the regiments, ſince tl e 25th of December, made at 125 J. I 
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I have this day pot my bill on you for 48000 / No 93, at zo. Days Sight, 
urr 


9 to Peter ell and John Briſtow, Eſqrs; for Value of Meſſ. Gray and 
oolley, at 125 1 is 600 Jamaica currency. | | 
(L.) Extract of a Letter to the Pay-Maſter of the Marines 
form his Deputy in Jamaica uguſt 22, 1741. 
Op op Guiſe has wrote to mr. an it is his opinion, he ought 
not to take the money from mr. Gray at 120 / for) 100 ] Sterling, when 


# 


he can draw at 130 and 135, that as the agents of Burrell and Briſtow would not 


ſupply money according to the contract with the treaſury, that it is void, and 
that he ought to keep drawing till he hears from mr Pelham. There is great 
murmuring amongſt the aus being paid at 120/ I think if it had been ſettled 
at 125 / it woud have done bet 
of filver here 74 ; for 6 d ſterling, | | | 
I don't doubt but if I was to take all opportunities for drawing, but I could 
be always ſure of ſupplying at 130 / &c, | | 
May it reads you lordſbi ps, No. VII. 
Humbly beg leave to lay before your lordſhips, copies of 3 letters lately re- 
ceiv'd from mr John Colebooke at Jam. the perſon deputed by me to pay the 
troops employed upon the expedition to America, relating to the exchange of 
monies between London and Jamaica, which I thought proper to communicate 
to your lordſhips, with a repreſentation of this affair, as the ſame appears to me. 
That your lordſhips were pleaſed, by a minute of thgth of Fuly, 1740, to 
contract and agree with meſ. Burrell and Briſtow to furniſh money for the pay- 
ment of the ſaid troops, at the rate of 120 / Famaica currency, for every 100 / 
ſterling ; in purſuance whereof my deputy was inſtructed to take up money for 
the a-gents of the ſaid contractorss or remitters at Jamaica, and draw his bills 
upon me payable to them for the ſame. | 
That upon a repreſentation from major general Wentworth, commander in 
chief of the forces upon the ſaid expedition, ſetting forth the diſcontent among 
the troops, occaſioned by receiving no more than 120/. Jamaica currency for 
100 J. ſterling, your lordſhips were pleaſed by minute of the 5th of June, 1741, 
to make a new agreement with the ſaid meſſ. Burrell and Briſtow, that the mo- 
ney ſhould be furniſhed by them at the rate of 125 1 Jamaica currency for every 
100 | ſterling, and that the troops ſhould be paid at the ſame rate. wy 
That my deputy, upon his arrival at Jamaica, did apply to meſſ. Merewether 
and Manning, agents for the ſaid contractors, who refuſed to ſupply the money 
that might be wanted for the ſervice of the expedition, at 120 l. Jamaica curren- 
cy for 100 l. ſterling ; and the ſaid contractor did upon notice thereof, in the room 
of meſſ. Merewether and Manning, appoint mr. John Gray their agent, who 
made an immediate offer of all ſuch ſums of money as were, or ſhould be wanting 
for his majeſty's ſervice : but previous thereto, my deputy apprehending a com- 
bination was entered into among ſome monied men of the iſland, to prevent his 
getting any more than 1101. J;maica currency for 100 l. ſterling, found himſelf 
under a neceſſity of making ule of the credit and power given him by his inſtruc- 
tions to draw bills upon me to the amount of 292161. 5s. 3d. at 130 and 135 
and ſome 1401. Jamaica currency for every 100 J. ſterling, and makes no doubt 
but that he ſhall be able to draw for all monies that ſhall be wanted for the ſervice 
of the troops for the future, at 1401. Jamaica currency for 1001. ſterling, which 
is confirmed by brigadier general Guile, as his opinion alſo, in a letter of the 4th 
of Sept. a copy whereof is hereunto annexed. 
That he hach kept a diſtin& account of the profit or difference between the 
rate, at which the troops have been paid, and the rate at which is ſeveral bills 
have been drawn, according to his inſtruftions ; but that the ſaid remitters _ 
. ” 2 a — een 


ter, which would have anſwered to the currency 
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been furniſh'd whth money from my office, to take up and diſcharge the bills ſo 
drawn, by my deputy npon me, they ay, that by virtue of their contrat᷑t fe 
with your lordſhips, they have a right to the faid profit or difference, aud egpect at 
that the fame ſhould be carried to their account, and paid over into the hands of n 
ther agents at Jamaica. | cl 
I therefore humbly pray your lordſhips order, and directions, whether the ſaid tl 
profit or difference ariſing by exchange ſhall be accounted for, and paid to the a- le 
gents of the ſaid contractors, or reſerved in the hands of my deputy, for the uſe W 
and benefit of the public, Which is humbly ſubmitted to your lord/hips, ſe 
Pay Office, Horſe- Guards, Dec. 15, 1744. H. PELHAM., ye 
$ TR, Brig. Guiſe to Mr. Pelham, Kingſton, Jamaica, Sept. 4, 1741. ou 
FT E R the expedition of Carthagena, I arriv'd in this place, and had a I ac 
A violent fit of ſickneſs, that I was not in a condition to ſerve in the preſent I at 
expedition in the iſtand of Cuba; I find that mr. Colehrooke can have money ter 
enough at 140 currency, at 60 days fight. we 
We have had a great number of officers ſick here, and *tis incredible the exp. pri 
they have been at, and they flatter themſelves, that ſince money can be had at | 
ſo eaſy a rate, they may reap the benefit of it. I am with great reſpect, 
S IR, Your moſt humble Servant, J. Guis. 
May it pleaſe your lordſbi ps, | No. VIII. | 
E having receiv'd, by order of your lordſhips, a copy of a memorial from 
W the paymaſter general of his majeſty's forces, dated the 15th of December 
laſt, containing a ſtate of the tranſactions at Jamaica, relating to the exchange, 
and the pay of the troops there, and 9 to ſeveral letters from his deputy 
in that iffand, dated the iſt, 7th, and 12th of September laſt; alſo a letter from 
brigadier general Gui/e, dated the 4th of September; to all which your lord- 
ſhips are pleaſed to require our anſwer ; in obedience thereto, we beg leave to 
lay before you in the firſt inſtance, the reaſons upon which our contract was found 
ed inits original price of 120, and augmentation afterwards to 125, the rule for 
fixing any price of exchange, could only be found by the probability of the 
rate at which money might be raiſed in Jamaica; and inorder to attain that 
kKnowledge, we endeavoured to procure bills here on Jamaica, but could not 
ſucceed even at 120 J. It is well known the iſland of Jamaica has no ſpecies of 
its own, but is ſupplied chiefly, if not intirely, by what it draws from the Spaniſh 
Meſt-Indies, for balance of trade; and of this a very ſmall quantity does, or can 
remain in the iſland, for this reaſon, becauſe ſilver, in which the ballance is paid, 
bears a higher price in Exzg/and, in proportion to the exchange, than it does at 
Jam. and the curr. of the iſland is ſo inconſiderable, that it is extremely dif. to re- 
cover debts of any kind, but in ſugar, or ſome other produce of the plantation. 
The par of exchange between England and Jamaica is deemed to be 125 for 
every 100 . Sterling; but as the exchange between any two places depends u 
on many contigencies and incidents, no fixed price or courſe can be aſcertained; 
butas more or leſs money is to be paid at one place or the other, it muſt eternally 
vary; the exchange might be 125 / or higher, whilſt the iſland of Jamaica re- 
mained upon the ſame footing with regard to England, whch it had been for 
many years; but the moment England was obliged to pay ſo arge a ſum in Ja. 
maica for ſubſiſtence of the troops, the caſe muſt alter, as it did with regard 
to colonel Blakeney, who before the arrival of the forces under General Wert- 
worth could with Difficulty raiſe a ſmall ſum for ſubſiſtence of the American 
regiment at 120 / and had not this inevitable Conſequence been foreſeen by us, 
and the money for the whole to have been raiſed upon the Iſland, no man can 
fay at what rate the perſons in poſſeſſion of the currency would have given 
it, or what price the exchange would have fallen to; but if a judgment my 1 4 
; Orme | 
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formed from the above inſtance, it muſt have been greatly unde 1201 the pay of 


an independant company cannot bear a parallel with the preſent caſe, as there is 


no proportion in the ſums to be raiſed ; upon theſe conſiderations it became in- 
cumbent upon us, for the publick ſervice as well as for our own ſafety, to remove 
the difficulties which attended the raiſing money there; and the only expedient 
left to avoid the impoſition of the perſons who were in poſſeſſion of the currency, 
was to provide a new one in ſome meaſure independent of them ; this we did by 
ſending out at our own riſque and charge the proper funds for that purpoſe, nd 

your lordſhips were pleaſed to direct the - quay of a ſum of money to us, upon 
our furniſhing the paymaſter-general our bills on Jam. for the amount, which w.s 

accordingly done, and the bills punctuall'diſcharged; the receipt of ths moncy 
at Jam. had the deſired effect, as it broke a combination which was actually en- 
tered into, to lower the exchange and diſtreſs the ſervice ; and by which, monies 
were ſoon raiſed by draughts from thence at 130, which enabled us to aiter the 
price from 120 to 125. OP STR 

And as this money was the ſole cauſe of ſupporting the exchange in the begin- 
ning, ſo that together with what has been ſent out, and the great reduction of the 
pay from the fatal mortality among the troops, muſt be attributed to the further 
riſe of the exchange to 135 and 140; and we beg leave to remark, that had the 
monies ſent out by us miſcarried, the exchange muſt have been governed by the 
arbitrary will of the perſons poſſeſſed of the currency of the iſland. | 

Meſſieurs Merewether and Manning, whom we appointed our agents at Jam. 
did refuſe to comply with a demand made on them by mr. Colebrooke, for he im- 
mediate payment of a ſum of money, and alſo what might be further wanted for 
the ſervice of the expedition at 120; and the reaſon alledged for this refuſal was, 
mr. Colebrooke's abſolute denial of their requeſts to be informed, what part of 
the money brought out by the deputies had been iſſued, what ſums where then 
wanting, and what ſums would be neceſſary from time to time to be raiſed for ear- 
rying on the ſervice. Ty 

This denial of mr. Colebrooke, and his peremptory command without limita- 
tion, we conceive, muſt have been calculated to deter our agents trom the exe- 
cution nh our orders, and he thereby get the tranſaction of the whole into his 
own hands. : 

As ſoon as we received notice of what had happened between the deputies 
and meſſieurs Merewether and Manning, we made an Alteration in our agency, 
acquainting your lordſhips therewith ; and in the room of the former appointed 
mr. John Gray our agent, who made an immediate offer of all ſuch ſums as were 
or ſhould be wanting for his majeſty's ſervice at 125 1 agreeable to a new.engage- 
ment we had entered into with your lordſhups. ; | wee 

As mr. Colebrooke could no longer pretend refuſal on the part of our agent, 
ot the payment of any ſum of money which he ſhould require, he pleads 'the 
want of orders, and that our contract was at an end, notwithſtanding notice was 
gen him of the new one made with, your lordſhips at 125 1 and under theſe 
pretences he refuſes to accept of the offer made him by our agent, and continues 
to draw himſelf on the paymaſter general. | | Paget 

The aſſurance that mr. Colebrooke gives to the paymaſter general, that the 
Exchange muſt be kept up at 140, appeats to us moſt extraordinary, as, we 
link, nothing in nature can be more precarious or uncertain than the couric of 
wat Exchange. TEK 5 

The computations made mr. Colebrooke, in his letter the 1ſt of September, 
ue erroneous in part, and extremely fallacious in the whole. Piſtoles, inſtead of 
tte price which he mentions of 16s 8 d are not to be bought under 17 s 2 d 

ad Moidores of 27 s are not to be _ for any large ſum, the non-coinage of this 
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particular ſpecie for many years having rendered it very ſcarce, the addition of 6 
per cent to this computation for freight and inſurance from Jamaica to London is 
placed directly contrary to what it ought to be; it is a neceſſary charge upon the 
remitter who ſends it from hence, and at whoſe expence it got thither, and by 
w:11ch means alone the exchange bears any price at all. His computation on filver 
is eyu.. y erroneous, the price which he mentions to be; in England, has been 
ſin ce the commencement of the war with Spain, andwill probably remain ſo dur- 
ing the continuance of it, from gs 74 to 5 74 4, for pieces of eight, and ſo 
in proportion for ſmall pieces, which upon a medium of 7s 34 75 2d Jamaica 
currency forms an exchange of about 128 per cent. 

| PETER BURRELL, Joun BxISsTOW. 

SIX, No. XI. 

Ncloſed is affidavit, a deſired; I ſhould be glad to know how the petition ſuc- 

ceed for coſts out of the juſtices fines. 

I am exceeding ſorry for the death of mr. Lawton, where to have ſuch ano- 
ther for publick affairs I am ata loſs: Sure I am, had he been living and well, 
our cmmencement of juſtices would have been determined one way or other ere 
this time. If you have any intereſt, I beg you would preſs it ſtrongly; with it 
the corporation is our, without it it, is hazardous, and will be attained, (if 
ever) with great difficulty. 

beg you'd proceed no farther in any of the motions you and I are, and 
have been concerned in, the mr. Brookfbank anſwers payment for both, to you 
and me, whoam, SIR, Your humble Servant, WILLIAM DANIEL, 

My clerk was in London when I firſt receiv'd you letter for the affidavit. 
Colcheſter, January 17, 1740. ko | 

| o. X. 


- Sums iſſued for his majeſty's ſecret ſervice to John Scroop, eſq; 
In the year 1731 = 


1737 74575 7 ® 
1732 67350 1738 63544 2 1 
1733 112395 19 © HE. 93743 15 f 
1734 73280 1 © 1730 82474 9 9 
4" 86786 17 © 1741 53013 3 3 
173 67925 3 4 | 


Total iſſued for his majeſty's ſpecial ſervice 272,504 o 08 
Total iſſued to re · imburſe * - 205,390 17 10 

| o. XI. | wp 
A ſummary of all monies iſſued for ſecret ſervice, &c. for the uſe of the crown, 

from the 1ſt of Aug. 1707, to the 1ſt of Aug 1720, viz. | | 
Total iſſued for ſecret ſervice — — 326654 2 
Total iſſued for ſervice or ſpecial ſervice | — 186028 2 1 
Total iſſued to reimburſe expences. — — 62808 11 4 


£75400 13 7 
No. XIT. | ' HATE. | 


He names of the perſons for whom orders wera made out at the exchequer, 

for large ſums of monep from the 1oth of Feb. 1731 to the ioth of Feb. 
174i, which being read over to Chriſtopher Tilſon, Henry Fane, eſqs; and John 
Shepherd were to them unknown. - viz. Richard Allen, Robert Adams, Thomas 
Barton, William Catton, Henry Carſeton, George Denton, John Egerton, Fran- 
cis Edwards, William Frazier, Andrew Forfter, William Farmer, William Fra- 
mingham. John Hall, Joſeph Hardeſty, Richard Harriſon, Robert Fackſon, Mil. 
liam Jobnſon, William egen. William Fackſon, Thomas May, Fames Start- 
49, Francis Smith, William Sperrin, John Smith, Henry Wilſon, Fohn a” 
| af 
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John Williams, Edward Williamſon, Henry Walters, Andrew Wilſon, Daniel 
I" bite, and Charles Watſon. LD ents: of Su SO I 1 


- 


| | No. XIIʒI. 15 e 
Money paid to printers, authors, &c. from 10 Feb, 1731. to 10 Feb. 1741, vu. 
To William Arnal, for Free Britons r 10999 6 8 
To John Walthoe, for Daily Courants EY 28 1 18 
To ditto for Corn-cutters Journal 1322 10 0 
To William Wilkins, for London Journals | 2965 16 8 
To mr. John Peel * 55 1785 18 4 
To George Hawkins | | 42 10 © 
To Joſeph Chrichley - | 't50 0 00 
To Samuel Buckley | 980 14 © 
To ditto 1 716 17 6 
To ditto 1 460 8 8 
30,077 17 10 


No. XIV. 

Rancis Gaſhery, eſq; a member of the houſe of commons, being examined 
in the moſt folemn manner, this zd day of June 1542, in relation to an ors 
der for 15001 which mr. Shepherd in his examination mentioned to have been 
carried to fir Charles Wager, when mr. Gaſhery was preſent : And it being in 
particular aſked this examinant, if fir Charles Wager, did not ſay to this exami- 
nant, what ſhall we do in this affair? And if fir Charles did not inquire of mr. 
Shepherd, whether the fees were to be paid? Or if fir Charles did not defire mr. 
Shepherd to receive the money? The examinant ſaid, that he does not recolle&@. 
any of theſe circumſtances, nor can he remember that he was preſent when any 
ſuch order was brought to fir Charles Wager: That fir Charles Wager did ſay to 
the examinant, that he was in expectation of getiing ſome money for mr. Lever 
the high bailiff of Weſtminſter, to aſſiſt him, mr. Levr, then — in great di- 
ſtreſs ; for he being a brewer had loſt his cuſtomers, and was fo to keep at. 
home to avoid his creditors. - That when the examinant returned one day from, 
the navy board, fir Charles Wayet told him, that in his Abſence 15001 had been 
brought him by one of 1he treaſury, and fir Charles deſired the examinant to take 
to take the money and pay it to mr. Lever: That the examinant received the. 
1500 1 from fir Charles Wager the zd of January laſt. That mr. Lever ſome, 
time before this, tho' the examinant believes it could not be a fortnight, applied 
to fir Charles Wager, ahd mentioned the diſtreſs he was in for money to pay his 
malſter; that fir Charles had been told the king would give him (Lever) ſame 
money, and thereupon fir Charles lent him 5001 for which the examinant thought 
it proper to take a bond. That on the 3d of January laſt, mr. Lever had of this 
examinant 10001 that is, 5ool in ready money, and 5001 to pay off the aboye+ 
mentioned bond. That on the 6th of January, mr. Goodſtrer brought to the 
examinant a bill of caſts on an Info,mation againſt mr. Lever, &c. relating, as 
this examinant imagines, to the election at Weſtminſter, which amoudted to 1241 
14 and this bill the examinant paid on mr. Lever's account. That on the gth* 
of Feb. the examinant paid a bill of 1071 12s 6d for fees and expences during 
mr. Lever's being in cuſtody with the ſerjeant at Arms; and that on the 27th of: 
Feb. the examinant paid to mr. Lever 267 1 19s which he conceived to be the 
balance remaining in his hands of the'1 5001 and for which he has mr. Lever's 
receipt, but by what accident the laſt mentioned ſum exceeded the real balance by 
a few ſhillings, the examinadt cannot rellect. | ; 
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1 Addition 100 4000 

$ Ditto 300 4300 , 
2 Ditto 200 4500 
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3 | GSO STONE, Receiver General 


OHN David Barbutt, ; ſecretary to the poſt office, being exaininad i in the | 
moſt ſolemn manner, an. 18th, Day of May 3 742, and being aſked as to the 
tion of the money paid into his hands without account, by a warrant from 
e crown, ſaid, that there is in the poſt- houſe a private office for the inſpecting 
2 correſpondents, and that the proſe part of the money is for defrayi 
accomptant general and receiver | 
” have ee infretted the books have told him, that the firſt traces they 
e thus paid by Warrant, was in the year 1718. That this 
examitiant cannot only ſay as to No firſt eſtabliſhment of this office, having been 
hut three years an a half hi nelf in the pol} office but he apprehends there Was 
= always an once of this kind, and that it was defrayed, fomerly, by the ſecretary” 
_ of. ſtate. That he is a firanger to the buſineſs of the office, having never been in 
tit, forthey pretend to be independent, and to receive their inſtructions from the 
ſecretary's of flate, and carry * ce to the ſecretary's of ſtate, be, IN e 
poſt- maſters have a right to go int office. That the annual 
| are as follows, to the chief decypherer, mr. Willes, for "bimſalf a his 
ſon 10001 to the ad decypherer, mr. Corbiere, 800 1 to the 3d decypherer, mr. : 
Lampe, 500 I to the 4th decypherer, mr. Zolman, 2001 to the chief c 
mp, Le Ferve, 6501 to the four other clerks, meſlieurs Bode, Thowyeis, Clark, 
. 3001 each : to the comptroller of the foreign office, mr. Day, ed | 
tk. doar-keeper, 40 or 501 but this examinant believes 501 there are be- 
7, accidental charges for Teals, &c. an account of which is r in by one 
25 e Clerks, which may amount to 1601 and to mr. Lavalade, formerly Al- 
** -  Phabet-keeper, but now ſuperanuated, 40 l and when theſe ſums were diſcharged, 
the overplus, which may amount to go l js divided between the two poſt-malters 
ab g three ſeyenths, and ſecretary on ſeventh; 
that mr. Le Fevre, beſides, his hs Ga ſalary, is paid ſomething out of 
incidents, ſo that his whole fala may amount to about, as he believes, 8001 
per ann, That his (Le Fevre's) it a very handſome poſt, it be being necſlary he | 
ould be always preſent at the going out and coming in of the Mails. That | 
this examinant dot not know of a penſion of 200 J per ann paid out of this mo- 
ney, but mr. Clark who has formerly attended, and is in capacitated ay bree 
bas 2001 1 out of his TOY of zoo and another for him. , 
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